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An Interview with the new NZDA 
National President 


By Ivan Pavich 


THE BUGLE THAT CALLS ME 
2024 Halcyon Publishing Trophy, 
Bush Poetry, 1st Place. 


Q&A with the latest NZDA 
National Life Members 


By Dave Keen 
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By Brian Witton 


By Selwyn Smith 
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By John DeLury 


By Trevor Chappell 
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STORY & WIN! 


By Ivan Pavich 
By Gwyn Thurlow 


By Callum Sheridan Writers of published stories 


In NZDA Hunting & Wildlife 
Magazine will receive their 
choice of a Hunting&Fishing 
Voucher, an MTA Fuel Voucher 
or a Countdown Voucher. Plus 
a free copy of the magazine 
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By Hugh Devereux-Mack 


Mountain Safety Council 


By Bruce Hansen 


Heritage Trust 
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editor@deerstalkers.org.nz 
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The Editor, NZDA, PO Box 12015, 
Wellington 6144 


| NZDA Hunter National Training 
| Scheme (HUNTS) 


Further Off The Beaten Track 
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ith the bulk of winter behind us except for the odd cold snap, 

hunters will shortly shift focus to spring hunts and filling the 

freezer. This time of year often provides a great opportunity 

to get new or prospective hunters out onto the hills; after all, 
it’s never too late to start, and you never know what spark you might ignite. As 
we've seen recently, with the increased pressure from the opposition against 
hunting and shooting representatives from within our community, such as the 
Fiordland Wapiti Foundation and the backlash against Minister Nicole McKee, 
our strength lies in numbers and working collectively for a common goal. We 
can all play a part in raising positive awareness of the hunting community. 

It was great to meet plenty of new faces and catch up with existing 
acquaintances at the recent NZDA Annual Conference from which plenty of 
content will be covered in this issue and the upcoming summer issue. The 
National Wild Goat Hunting Competition is back for its second year and is a 
great example of collaboration between organisations - being jointly run by 
DOC and NZDA. Combined with events like the recent Hunting & Wildlife Expo 
and the upcoming Sika Show, this is another great opportunity for branches to 
showcase themselves not only to other hunters and licenced firearms owners 
but also to the broader general public. 


Editor / NZDA Hunting & Wildlife 
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REPORT 


NZDA CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER REPORT 


WORDS: GWYN THURLOW 


irstly, | want to welcome 
our new NZDA National 
President, Callum Sheridan, 
to the role. He was elected 
at our July AGM. Callum has been 
on the NZDA board for four years, 
worked alongside me during that 
time, and has been visibly active, so 
will be no stranger to our members 
and stakeholders. | thank our 
Immediate Past President, Craig 
Benbow. Craig has been our board's 
wise and steady chair and delivered 
strong governance and advocacy 
during his years at the helm. | look 
forward to continuing to work 
closely with both Callum and Craig 
in the year ahead because there is 
a mountain of advocacy and reform 
work happening across all our areas 
of interest — hunting rights, access 
issues, firearms reform, internal 
governance, and continuing to grow 
as an association and delivering 
on the day-to-day operations for 
our members. 

| also want to acknowledge and 
thank outgoing board member 
lan Owen. lan has served with 
passion and commitment on the 
board for many years as South 
Island Rep. He has been a staunch 
supporter of competitive shooting, 
especially benchrest. 

We welcome two new board 
members, Hamish Orr as Vice 
President and Mark Elliotte as the 
South Island Rep. I’m excited to see 
the fresh perspectives and passion 
they will both bring to their roles. 


NZDA ТО JOIN NEW ZEALAND 
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
This Spring brings exciting news for 
the NZDA and recreational hunters 
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nationwide. With the introduction of 
the Conservation (Membership of 
New Zealand Conservation Authority) 
Amendment Bill by ACT Conservation 
spokesperson Cameron Luxton, the 
NZDA is poised to gain a seat on the 
New Zealand Conservation Authority. 

Our association's commitment to 
conservation is not new, and | am 
proud of the recognition and support 
from government coalition partners 
for the role of hunting and fishing 
in conservation. 

Securing a seat on the New Zealand 
Conservation Authority would mark 
a transformative development for 
our members. It would empower 
us with direct influence on 
conservation policies and plans, 
ensuring that hunters' voices and 
insights are considered in crucial 
decisions. This recognition validates 
the substantial contributions of 
our community to environmental 
stewardship and opens doors for 
enhanced collaboration with other 
key stakeholders. It also presents 
opportunities, elevates our role in 
public policy formation, and enriches 
educational initiatives for sustainable 
hunting practices. 

It's just a Bill at this point and must 
be passed into law with the support 
of MPs, but I’m hoping that it is just a 
formality because NZDA and hunters 
have been more active and engaged 
in this area, and it's well overdue that 
we have a seat on the authority. 

The Bill's sponsor, Luxton, said this 
in his press release: 

"Currently, hunters don't have a 
seat at the table. The New Zealand 
Conservation Authority has 13 
members, with seats set aside 
for nominees from iwi, the Royal 
Society, Forest & Bird, and Federated 
Mountain Clubs. But the Deerstalkers 
Association membership contributes 


around 184,000 hours a year to 
conservation efforts across habitat 
restoration and planting, pest control 
of rats and stoats, organised culls, 
and backcountry huts and tracks 
maintenance. This is in addition to 
the direct conservation benefits that 
recreational hunting provides as a 
tool for managing game animals." 
"My bill would allow the Minister 
of Conservation to appoint two 
further members to the board - one 
appointed on the recommendation 
of the New Zealand Deerstalker's 
Association and one appointed after 
consultation with both Fish & Game 
and the Game Animal Council." 
What can members do to help 
usher this bill into law? Simply write 
a short letter or email of support 
encouraging your local MP to vote 
for the Bill. It would be great to get 
cross-party support for this positive 
law change. 


76TH CONFERENCE AND AGM; 
HUNTING & WILDLIFE EXPO; 
NATIONAL LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 
In early July, NZDA held our 
Conference and AGM at Lower Hutt 
hosted by the Hutt Valley Branch. It 
was enhanced by two firsts, a Hilux 
raffle fundraiser and a public Hunting 
& Wildlife Expo, both proposed and 
delivered by Hutt Valley and its team. 
A full report is included in this issue, 
but | wanted to thank the hosts, 
volunteers, competition entrants, 
judges, guests and delegates. 

This year's Conference theme was 
Herds of Special Interest. We heard 
from leading speakers from the GAC 
and other NGOs to help educate 
our branches on this subject. Again, 
this year, controversial business 
and governance items were few, 
other than an updated Constitution 
passed with little fuss to allow the 


Association to register under the 
new 2020 Incorporated Societies Act 
and Register. 


We honoured more long- 
serving members with life 
memberships, electing: 


› John Riley and Dulcie Riley, Hutt 
Valley Branch, for services to 
NZDA records, AHT records, and 
New Zealand's hunting history, 
literature, and curation. 


» Alan Jackson, Taupo Branch, for 
services to Sika Deer Research 
and promotion of the Sika Herd 
and Conservation. 


› Mark Sarjeant, Waikato Branch, 
for services to Douglas Scoring 
and National Judging, including 
Competition Director and 
DS Custodian. 


› John Wills, Waikato Branch, for 
services to Douglas Scoring and 
National Judging as Chief Judge. 


» Malcolm Perry, Rotorua Branch, for 
services to competitive shooting. 


ARMS ACT REFORMS - MEDIA 
FAILS TO DO THE BASICS, 
SHOWS BIAS 
In recent developments, the 
Associate Minister of Justice 
(Firearms), Nicole McKee, has faced 
considerable criticism from certain 
media outlets and anti-gun lobbyists 
regarding the proposed reforms to 
the Arms Act. Witnessing the level 
of personal attacks to discredit her 
and the emotionally charged nature 
of the current discourse surrounding 
these reforms is disheartening. 
Constructive dialogue and rigorous 
debate are the cornerstones of 
effective legislation, especially 
on matters as significant as arms 
control, which have far-reaching 
implications for public safety and 
individual rights. Unfortunately, the 
current conversation often bypasses 
these critical debates in favour 


of sensationalism, idealism, and 
misinformation, clouding the real 
issues at hand. 

As advocates for responsible 
hunting and firearms ownership, we 
believe that it is imperative to engage 
in open and informed discussions. 
This should occur through the 
proper consultation and legislative 
processes, which are designed 
to ensure that all viewpoints are 
considered and that the resulting 
laws are both practical and fair. 
Rushing to judgment or resorting to 
personal attacks serves no one and 
only detracts from the essential work 
of crafting laws that best serve the 
interests of all New Zealanders. 

| hope all stakeholders, including 
the media, policymakers, and the 
public, commit to a more informed 
and respectful debate. It is only 
through thoughtful consideration 
and collaborative effort that we can 
achieve solutions that uphold both 
our safety and our ability to own and 
use firearms. 


CWD MEETING HELD IN 
WELLINGTON, RISK TOA 

$1B INDUSTRY 

As your CEO, | recently attended a 
cross-agency meeting to address 
a growing concern - the potential 
threat of Chronic Wasting Disease 


Hunting with:Freddie, my. boy (5). 


(CWD) to New Zealand's deer 
populations. While it's still early 
days, the discussions underscored 
the seriousness of this issue. 

CWD, a fatal neurological disease 
widespread in North America, 
could have devastating effects if 
introduced here, particularly with 
increasing numbers of overseas 
hunters visiting from CWD-affected 
regions like the USA. We met with 
government agencies to hear from 
SCI USA (Safari Club) on preventive 
measures, including stricter 
regulations on importing high-risk 
deer parts, decontamination of 
hunting gear, and enhanced border 
screenings. Awareness and vigilance 
within our hunting community will 
be critical as we move forward. 

| encourage all members to stay 
informed and keep New Zealand free 
from CWD. 

What is CWD? Chronic Wasting 
Disease, or CWD, is a fatal 
neurological disorder affecting deer, 
elk, and related species. Caused 
by prions, it spreads through direct 
contact with infected animals 
and contaminated environments, 
including soil and plants. Symptoms 
include severe weight loss and 
behavioural changes, and it is always 
fatal. CWD is highly contagious and 
persists in the environment for years. 


NZDA HUNTING & WILDLIFE | 09 


The National Wild Goat Hunting 
Competition - a collaborative 
initiative between the Department 
of Conservation (DOC) and NZDA - 
returns for its second year, bigger 
and better. Running from 1 August 
to 26 November, the competition 
spans nationwide across both public 
and private lands. Participants 

can vie for over $70,000 in prizes 
donated by the hunting and outdoor 
sector, contributing to environmental 
conservation by managing game 
animal numbers. Entrants must 
submit wild goat tails and heads 
taken legally, recreationally, and 
humanely during the competition 
period to an approved NZDA entry 
point. | encourage all members to 
get involved. 


TN - 
Recently, | took part in a call with 
the Police as a member of the 
Firearms Community Advisory 
Forum (FCAF) and spoke on the 
importance of educating people 
about best practices for using 
thermal-imaging technology. Safety 
is a top priority for the NZDA, and 
during the meeting, we advocated 
for an initiative that would educate 
our community about the appropriate 
and ethical use of thermal imaging. 
Hand-held thermal imaging is now 
allowed for hunting on public land, 
but it is essential to remember the 
responsibilities that come with 
using advanced technology like this. 
While thermal imaging can greatly 
improve the ability to detect and 
spot game, it is crucial to strictly 
adhere to the rules that prohibit 
using scope-mounted devices for 
shooting. This distinction is not just 
a matter of following the law; it is a 
fundamental element of safe hunting. 
Recent tragic incidents and poaching 
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cases have highlighted the dangers 
of misusing thermal technology. As 
responsible hunters, it is our duty 

to ensure that our actions while 
hunting prioritise safety and respect 
for wildlife and fellow hunters alike. 
By promoting safe practices and 
creating a well-informed community, 
we uphold the integrity of our sport 
and ensure that hunting remains 

a safe and respected tradition for 
future generations. We hope our 
government agencies like GAC, DOC 


and Police/Firearms Safety Authority 
take our message on board and 
work to make educational material 
available to hunters to keep up with 
the trend of thermal use seen on 

the ground. 


This past month, | had the wonderful 
opportunity to take my son out 
hunting and camping - a tradition 


that holds a special place in our 
family. We were fortunate to harvest 
two red deer hinds, which not only 
promises many hearty meals but 
also provided a perfect moment to 
teach respect for wildlife and the 
importance of sustainable big game 
hunting practices. Outings like these 
capture the essence of what hunting 
is all about for me - passing on an 
appreciation for hunting and getting 
out in nature and enjoying it. My 
son’s highlight was just spending 
time with me in the tent drinking 

hot chocolates. We still chat about 
how much fun we had on our hunt 
weeks later. 


On 1 August, many NZDA members, 


myself included, joined GAC at 
Parliament to celebrate its 10th 
year of operation. It was a privilege 
to attend, along with others in our 
sector to celebrate hunters and 

big game animals. Garry Ottman 
received a special award for his years 
of volunteer service to the GAC. 
The hunting community will never 
truly know what Garry achieved in 
our interest. 

We heard from GAC's Grant 
Dodson, the current Minister for 
Hunting and Fishing, Todd McClay, 
and the initial sponsor of the GAC 
Act that created the council, Peter 
Dunne, the then Leader of the United 
Future Party. Pun intended but little 
could Dunne know he was setting the 
hunting community toward a united 
future. To quote Dunne in his speech 
at the second reading of the bill: 


"The reality is that hunting is 
a mainstream issue for New 
Zealanders. What this Bill 
demonstrates is that by commitment, 
by tenacity, and by perseverance 
you can make change and you 
can achieve positive outcomes. It 
demonstrates that you can give a 
sport that is enjoyed by hundreds 
of thousands of New Zealanders a 
proper place and a way in which it 
can be recognised, its talents and 
attributes can be respected, and the 
input the people who partake in that 
sport have into broader conservation 
policy can be given credibility." 

So, going by the passion and 
energy on the day, the hunting sector 
has a positive and bright future and 
NZDA members should be proud 
of the contribution they have made 
along the way. 


Game Animal Council 
NEW ZEALAND 
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REPORT 


NZDA NATIONAL 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


WORDS: CALLUM SHERIDAN 


am pleased to be writing my 
first President's report for 
the NZDA Hunting & Wildlife 
magazine. 

Our NZDA conference/AGM, hosted 
by the Hutt Valley branch in July, 
was a great success. For the first 
time, a Hunting & Wildlife Expo was 
run alongside our annual conference 
and AGM proceedings. Timed with 
the school holidays, we saw many 
groups and families through the door. 
Thank you to all the volunteers and 
staff who made this happen. 

My first couple of weeks as NZDA 
President saw me attend a number of 
meetings and events at the Beehive. 
For the first time, our CEO Gwyn 
Thurlow, Immediate Past President 
Craig Benbow and | met with Tama 
Potaka, the Minister of Conservation. 
We discussed huts, game animals, 
access, and how we can work 
together with the Department of 
Conservation to best benefit our 
public conservation lands. 

We explained the NZDA's impacts 
and efforts on public conservation 
land across the country and the 
countless volunteer hours that go 
into this. We also made clear our 
intent to continue contributing to 
positive outcomes. 

The meeting was a promising first 
introduction, and | look forward to 
developing this relationship and 
gaining traction on the important 
issues that face NZDA and the 
Hunting/Conservation sector in the 
future. 

Following our meeting with Minister 
Potaka, we spent some time with 
Minister McKee, who has been a 
long-time supporter of the NZDA 
and has law-abiding hunters’ and 


12 | NZDA HUNTING & WILDLIFE 


New President Callum 
Sheridan and Immediate Past A 


President Craig bow at 
Parliament doors recently when 
meeting with-the-Ministerof 


firearms users' best interests 
forefront of mind. This is abundantly 
clear from her continued fair and 
reasonable approach to firearms 
laws and standing up for what's right 
over the poorly constructed and 
rushed firearms reform we have seen 
in recent years. 

The following week, | was back 
in parliament for the Game Animal 
Council's (GAC) 10-year anniversary. 
This was attended by a good number 
throughout the sector; we heard 
from the GAC Chair, Grant Dodson 
and Minister for Hunting and Fishing, 
Todd McClay, along with a number 
of others. This event reinforced the 
strength within our sector and the 
huge gains that we have made in the 
past few years; and may it continue. 
NZDA hosted the after-function at 
Deerstalkers House; again, we heard 
from several leaders within our 
sector and enjoyed celebrating the 
GAC’s 10-year anniversary. 

Another positive step in the right 
direction is the Public Member's 
Bill recently introduced by ACT 
Spokesperson for Conservation, 
Cameron Luxton. The bill would 
allow the Minister of Conservation 
to appoint two further members 
to the New Zealand Conservation 


Authority - one appointed on the 
recommendation of the New Zealand 
Deerstalkers Association and one 
appointed after consultation with 
both Fish & Game and the GAC. This 
would give hunters representation 
and a seat at the table. This is 
something that is pretty hard to 
argue with, no matter what side of 
the fence you sit on. The grassroots 
boots-on-the-ground efforts put in 
by hunters throughout the country 
are second to none. It would be 
great to have representation on the 
Conservation Authority to truly round 
out any recommendation made by 
the authority to the Minister. 

My recent appointment to NZDA 
National President also came a few 
new board members. Looking at 
our team, | am excited to work with 
our new and existing members to 
continue advocating for the best 
interests of hunters and shooters 
nationwide. The skill set we have 
to work with is strong and very 
well rounded. This will be very 
complementary to our growing 
and progressive organisation. We 
have an opportunity to really make 
a difference in the next couple of 
years, and | am driven to see 
that happen. Fi 


Compete for national and regional prizes For information on how to 


enter, visit doc.govt.nz/ 


while helping to protect the environment. ` wiid-goat-hunting-competition. 
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middle of the roar this yea 
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WORDS: TOM MCCOWAN 


nowing that the customary 
weeks chasing stags in 
April and then bull tahr 
in May would be off the 
cards, we made plans to 
get ahead of the curve 
for a February chamois and stag trip. This 
would be somewhat of a last hurrah before 
our lives were about to change significantly 
— our “Babymoon”. 

We had our sights set on the Nelson/ 
Marlborough region as somewhere a bit 
different, and neither of us had spent much 
time there. After a few map sessions and 
prying for local intel, we rolled the dice on 
our spot that looked like it should tick all the 
boxes for us. As is usual, the forecast the 
week before had us second guessing our trip 
and making plans B, C and D (which were 
targeting Kingys up north). Still, a few days 
out, things seemed to settle, and next thing 
we were anticipation-filled, queueing up for 
the Interislander. 

Driving down to the hangar on the planned 
departure day, low clouds in the valley had 
us wondering how long we would be waiting 
to fly. Thankfully, it was clear up high, and 
the pilot even bumped us to the front of the 
queue of others waiting for the clouds to 
clear in other locations. 

One thing that always strikes me on these 
trips is the juxtaposition between the 
nervous scramble to get the last bits of gear 
ready, triple-checking you've at least got 
your ammo, bolt and rifle, the smell of AV 
gas, and the loud shudder of the chopper 
blades blowing your hair back - to minutes 
later being swallowed by the eerie silence 
and isolation of the alpine tops, home for the 
next five days. 

Our base camp was at the top of a large 
basin in the middle of several kilometres 
of alpine top country that saddled out into 
other parts of the range. It was a prime 
position next to a few tarns, a good vantage 
point central to the areas we wanted to 
explore, and one ridge away from the main 
area the pilot had suggested most of the 
animals would be. 


After setting up base camp for the week, 
the priority turned to glassing the basin 
below us. | never hang much hope on turning 
up animals close to camp immediately after 
flying in, thinking that the disturbance from 
the chopper and time of day will usually have 
animals out of sight bedded for a good while. 
However, within a minute of glassing, | had 
my first spike in adrenaline as | picked up the 
unmistakable blond glow of a lone chamois 
in the scrubby faces below us, less than 
500m from camp. While neither of us could 
claim to be chamois experts, it showed all 
the signs of a respectable head through the 
spotter, with length at least 50% over its ears 
and strong hooks. The decision to chase him 
was made easy with Steven Rinella’s words 
in my head: “Do not turn down on the first 
day what you would be happy to take on 
the last”. 


© 


Kilometres of open 
basins to glass. 


Our Chamois buck 
on the first day of 
the trip. 


© 


Base camp. 
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FEATURE 


Lucas's 9 1⁄2” buck. 


The stalk within range was made easy with 
the folding bluffs, allowing us to stay out of 
sight and the major advantage of coming 
down from above. We found a shooting 
platform within 200m of where we last saw 
him. After covering the ground, the relief 
and perspective of everything had changed 
just enough to wonder if we were in the right 
spot to see him again. After about an hour 
of waiting and doubt starting to set in, he 
reappeared. At closer range, it was clear he 
was in the calibre of animal we were looking 
for. He offered just enough shoulder through 
the scrub to give me a confident shot with 
the .25-06. The shot was a clear hit, but not 
the ‘down like sack of spuds’ you always 
hope for. He ran to the edge of the next bluff 
system, clearly hurt and on his last legs. | 
took another shot to finish him, which sent 
him in a cartwheel off the bluff and out of 
sight as Lucas exclaimed, “NOOOO!”, behind 
me. Without a clear line of sight to where 
he fell, apprehension kicked in again during 
the recovery, soon followed by relief as he 
was nicely laid up in an open shoot under 
the bluff. 

The all-important tape test brought him in 
at 9 34 inches, with beautiful hooks and nice 
bases. Being more used to hunting red deer 
and bull tahr, it is always surprising to see 
how compact chamois can be, especially in 
their summer coats. My goal for the trip was 
to beat my personal best (PB) and clear nine 
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inches, so | was well and truly stoked, not to 
mention doing so on the first afternoon to 
take the pressure off a clear week ahead. We 
spent the rest of the afternoon getting eyes 
into neighbouring basins, spotting a couple 
more animals to pique our interest for the 
next few days. 

We woke to a bit of clag the next morning, 
which gave us a chance for bacon and eggs 
and to sort gear before setting out to fly 
camp along the northern part of the range. 

It was so nice to be camped up high and just 
off the long leading ridges, allowing great 
access to all the major basins. We spent the 
morning slowly opening up new country to 
the north, picking up a few more animals, but 
nothing to get excited about. We were not 
mentally prepared for how hot it is hunting on 
crystal clear days in the February sun. This 
saw us scrambling for any shade or breeze 
possible through the middle hours of the 

day and having to be quite strategic about 
water management heading into new areas 
where it wasn't guaranteed. That afternoon, 
we picked up a few more chamois does with 
kids, a potential lone buck, and the first two 
deer for the trip - a hind and a yearling on the 
bush edge of another head basin. 

We set up a camp in a small head basin 
that afternoon, giving us an easy view of the 
northern aspects of the area. That evening, 
we decided to divide and conquer with 
the binos and cover two separate basins, 


eventually about 500m apart. It wasn’t long 
before | spotted something that may interest 
Lucas - a lone buck in another head basin 
that we hadn’t seen. We had just enough of 
a flicker of cell phone reception to be able 
to communicate the situation — that Lucas 
needed to get here quickly with the spotter. 

When Lucas arrived, it took a while for our 
mate to reappear. With the spotter, we could 
assess that he was in a similar category 
to the one we had shot the day before, so 
it was a shooter for us. We were perfectly 
positioned to make an out-of-sight line of 
approach down across the nicely contoured 
tussock slopes to get to a shooting spot 
within about 250m. Once we were within 
range, the buck was nowhere in sight, so 
the nervous waiting game started again. 
However, with a long evening of light on 
our hands and knowing we had made a 
good approach, he had to come out soon. 
Lucas kissed his .308 round, slid it into the 
chamber, and we waited. 

After carefully anticipating all the possible 
places he could step out, he appeared in 
the middle of a low clearing out of nowhere. 
Lucas waited a few moments for the 
broadside shot and took the opportunity. | 
think it can get overlooked how much the 
success of a trip can hinge on the one split 
second when the trigger gets pulled. All 
the hours at the range, money spent on 
gear, weeks scouring maps and organising 
logistics, and the time off work all come to 
a focal point at that moment. All this weight 
was released for Lucas as the buck was 
hit hard, stumbled and fell to rest just out 
of sight. 

It was a postcard moment retrieving the 
buck. There was no breath of wind, and the 
sun was leaving its final glow in the hills 
around us, looking like paintings. The buck 
was a beautiful, healthy-looking animal, 
going a respectable 9 5 inches and a PB for 


Lucas. We took our time to enjoy the moment 
and quietly made our way back to camp, with 


the amazing security of the feeling that the 
objective for the trip was being achieved for 
both of us only two days in! 

We could now relax and enjoy exploring 
the country for the next three days without 
real reason to pull the trigger again unless 


we found a monster buck or a nice stag. We 
spent the following morning pushing just past 
the basin where Lucas had shot his buck the 
evening before. A few more distant chamois 
were spotted and stags started to appear all 
at once, like clockwork. First, a young six- 
pointer still in velvet, patrolling and feeding 
in the basin below camp, followed soon after 
by a much larger mature stag with a very 
lengthy eight points. He had the potential to 
be a cool representative head for the area 
but was at least a day's work away on the 
neighbouring section of the range. 


Our bonus stag. 


The big tussock 
basins all held 
stags who were out 
feeding in the open 
throughout the day. 
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Lucas was sitting on the other side of 
the ridge when the peaceful silence of 
glassing was interrupted by his whispered 
urgency: "Quick, grab your rifle!”. Instantly 
obliging, | popped over to his side of the 
ridge where a big-bodied stag was visible 
with the naked eye a few hundred metres 
away up a scrubby gut. Through the binos, 
we could see he was a mature 10-point stag 
with reasonable length, probably a good 
representative of the area. While the initial 
excitement was perhaps a little premature, 
mainly due to him being out of range for 
both of us, we decided he was worth a 
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closer look, as there was an easy stalk to 
get within very close range of him. We were 
able to sidle around a face and tuck behind 
a small knob that the stag had fed its way 

up and disappeared behind. We covered the 
ground to well within 100m of him and Lucas 
suggested he may have already fed through 
to being right underneath our feet. He was 
right. The next corner we came around, he 
was standing in clear sight, fully aware of our 
presence, about 80m away. Being in front 
and carrying my rifle, | decided to take the 
shot feeling confident and freestanding at 
close range. The shot hit low in the shoulder; 
he ran a short distance and stopped on the 
edge of a small, terraced ridge that he could 
have continued over, so another shot was 
taken in the neck, which crumpled him into 
the small gully below us. 

He was huge-bodied and in great 
condition, a character ten-pointer with a 
reasonable length of over 30 inches and only 
a thread of velvet left to strip. Unfortunately, 
with three days left in the stinking hot 
summer conditions, we could not look after 
much meat, but we took the beautiful fat 
back steaks for camp dinners. We were 
starting to enter the hottest part of the day, 
so we took the chance to hang out and have 
a wash in an alpine spring near where the 
stag was shot before making the hot trudge 
back up towards camp. 

After the heat had dropped out of the 
afternoon, we spent the rest of the day 
returning to base camp, glassing as we went 
with nothing else much of note spotted. 

It will be hard to beat the satisfaction of 
a tarn-chilled beer, a fat stag back steak, 
and a toasty fire at base camp, knowing 
the goals for the trip had been well and 
truly accomplished, with two more full 
days with clear weather to explore the 
untouched country. 

The plan was to spend one more night 
away from base camp to explore the 
southern part of the range. Clag that 
morning afforded us another slow start, but 
we were breaking into new prime country as 
it cleared. We opened up a new major basin 
that looked like prime chamois country. It 
didn't take too long to turn up a couple more 
deer and another lone buck who looked like 


© 


Fat back steaks. 


The boys are here! 


he needed more attention. He was a long 
way off, so we spent the rest of the morning 
carefully scouring the rest of the basin. We 
saw another lone chamois moving off and 
out of the main basin a bit later. We would 
later decide that this was the first buck 
moving out of the area, as we never spotted 
him again for the rest of the trip, potentially 
due to our scent slowly filling the large basin. 

We left our camp gear behind on the 
only flat ledge at the top of the basin and 
continued along the main ridge to open up 
the remainder of the country to the south. 
We bumped and spotted a few more does 
along the main ridge before we parked up 
to open up another large tussock basin. 
Something about this area just screamed 
out deer. It wasn't long before a lone hind 
was picked up low in the scrub, and soon 
after, Lucas picked up another stag feeding 
right out in the open tussock just below us. 
This was another highlight of the trip and 
something we had not witnessed to this 
extent before - the behaviour of the stags in 
February as they carelessly fed right out in 
the open, hundreds of metres from the bush 
edge and throughout the whole day. 

This stag was about four years old, a 
nice-looking eight-pointer with reasonable 
length, but he would probably never amount 
to much more. While we ummed and ahhed 
about the opportunity to take some fat 
venison home, Lucas decided to leave him 
be, and we enjoyed watching him weaving 
his way through the top of the basin feeding 
over the last days we were there. 

We did spot one more lone chamois 
buck, which we decided must have been 
the same one we had spotted in the basin 
below the day before, as it seemed to be 
the only chamois in the area. One thing you 
learn when you have the luxury of spending 
multiple days glassing in big open country 
is that you generally pick up all the animals 
that are present. This is confirmed as you re- 
spot the same animals the next day without 
any new arrivals. While this does away with 
the hope that something special might 
appear, it does give you confidence that you 
are seeing everything. On the final day, we 
gave a last push towards the southernmost 
basin within the area to turn up a couple 


more deer, including another young stag 
feeding well out in the open through the day. 

| remember making a special effort to 
take in and appreciate everything on the 
final walk back to base camp, more so 
than | usually do, knowing trips like this 
would be less frequent for a while. Writing 
this now, | can see that it is part of the 
adjustment of making trips like this in early 
parenthood. While being less frequent you 
certainly appreciate everything more. All 
this was made more special by being one 
of those rare trips where everything seems 
to come together with awesome weather 
in amazing new country, with decent 
animals providing the trophies we were 
after. The perfect Babymoon. š 


@ 


Hard yards back to 
base camp. 


The final walk home. 
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an you tell us about 

your first experience 

with firearms and how 

it shaped your views on 

recreational hunting? 

My first experience with 
firearms was quite grassroots. A friend of a 
friend introduced me to a bit of North Island 
bush hunting, which was probably, that day, 
more about the adventure than anything else. 
A couple of 20 year olds might have seen one 
deer or one deer seen and missed. 


What's your favourite calibre?.308 Win 


What motivated you to take on the NZDA 
President role? 

I've been around the NZDA board and 
committees etc, for quite a while now, and it 
just seemed like a natural progression. It felt 
like the right time for me; after four years on 
the board currently, two as a North Island 
Rep and two as Vice President. The next step 
for me was the President, and to commit 

to three to four or five years, including the 
Immediate Past President's role, and see 
where it takes me. 


What do you see as your main 
responsibilities in this position, and how 
are you planning to balance them with your 
regular life as well? 

The main responsibilities would be to 

give the Board the direction and freedom 

to support the branches, reps, or board 
members in doing their own little projects 
and working with Ministers, the Department 
of Conservation, and various stakeholders 
in the hunting sector. As it stands now, were 
already a collaborative sector, but | think we 
can do a lot better. 


What's your long-term vision for the NZDA, 
and how do you think you'll lead the team to 
achieve it? 

The long-term vision is for significant 
membership growth and for hunters and 
firearms owners to be recognised as normal, 
law-abiding citizens and responsible 
members of society. Without seeming elitist, 

| think generally that firearms’ owners are 
probably more responsible members of 


society than the average Joe. A firearms’ 
owner has to jump through hoops to get a 
firearms licence, and | think NZDA members 
do a whole other thing, where they even get 
vetted by the branch and the association to 
become members. So, really, they should be 
seen as outstanding members of society. 


How do you think the NZDA can promote 
and support hunting and shooting sports in 
New Zealand? 

We're a lobby group, right? So, at a high 
level, the board, and | guess our upper 
management within the NZDA, need to 

lobby for the wider group of hunters in New 
Zealand. Not just our members, but hunters. 
Hopefully, those hunters will see the light 
and join. 


“A firearms’ owner has to 

jump through hoops to get a 
firearms licence, and I think 
NZDA members do a whole 
other thing, where they even get 
vetted by the branch and the 
association to become members. 
So, really, they should be seen as 
outstanding members of society.” 


How do we engage with the hunting 
community, both our members and the 
wider hunting community, to ensure that 
we represent their needs and concerns? 

I think that starts at the grass-roots level, 
with branches putting their best foot forward 
in their local communities and, nationally, 
supporting them in it through branch 
development. And with branches working 
closely together and collaboratively with their 
neighbouring branches to benefit their local 
communities. At the higher level, | think using 
a forward-facing presence across social 
media platforms will help and if you're being 
interviewed in the general media, create a 
positive message around the benefits of 
hunting and firearms ownership. 
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Are there any specific projects you've 
been thinking of rolling out with branches 
at the initial level? 

| would like to run a branch-development 
workshop, which is underway, but it's more 
of an ideas sort of thing, for projects etc. 

A recent project that | can go back to was 
the National Wild Goat Hunting Competition 
that started last year. If we can grow 

on that and have more projects like that 
across the sector, branches can buy into 

it. The idea was to create opportunities for 
the branches, our members, and hunters 
nationwide to get into it and that it would 
feed into other stuff. 

If hunters can show that we can manage 
populations of goats, that's going to feed 
into deer and other animals. Of course, some 
areas might not allow for it, but generally, 

if we can show that if we've got access 

and the right information to get into these 
areas, and do the right thing, we're going to 
have an impact. And it’s free to the taxpayer 
which is always a good thing. So that sort of 
thing is what I'll be looking to achieve. 


How does the NZDA work with 
policymakers to advocate for hunters' 
interests, and are there any legislative 
changes that you'd like to see us push 
more heavily to those policymakers? 

On the day of this interview, I'm here in 
Wellington to meet with the Minister of 
Conservation, along with our CEO and 
Immediate Past President. This is an initial 
meeting with the Minister, and hopefully, 
we can build from there. Regarding policy, 
there's a lot across the board in terms of 
game animals and firearms. With policies, 
you've got to create them and in doing so, 
you've got to create things like Herds of 
Special Interest (HOSI). You've got to look 
at things like the National Parks Act and 
change that to fairly create a HOSI, or at 
least make it feasible. And with regards to 
firearms, obviously, there's a firearms review 
going on there, so we're likely to see some 
changes soon. It's just keeping the pressure 
on the right people at the right times, 
communicating openly with politicians and 
those who can help make the decision in the 
right place. 
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What do you think are the biggest 
challenges facing hunters today, and how 
do you plan to address them as President? 
Access is a big one. The National Access 
Committee was just recently formed. There 
are a huge number of things they could focus 
on, but they're going to start small and build 
from there, and we're going to let them. As 
President, by myself, | can't do too much 
apart from support branches and individuals 
in backing their projects. So, if they've got 

a project and they want to get it across the 
line, helping from an advocacy point of view, 
with that access-point advice. This might 

be advice on how they interact with their 
local regional councils or local DOC offices 
and putting them in contact with the right 
people, whether it be internally within the 
association. to then be passed onto the local 
DOC office or for them to contact that DOC 
office directly. 


“When advocating on behalf 
of hunters, there's a lot that 
goes on behind the scenes in 
terms of conversations within 
the sector and relevant stuff 
outside the sector that still 
contributes to the progression 
and work of the NZDA. The 
work behind the scenes is 
constant; it's an everyday thing.” 


Thinking of our own members and the 
benefits they receive as part of NZDA, are 
there any that you think we don't do a good 
enough job of sharing the good word on, 
or that we're not spreading as widely as 
we could? 

When anybody asks about benefits, | always 
mention insurance first, and a large majority 
of people | speak to who aren't NZDA 
members don't know about it. | think that's 
quite a big drawcard. So, getting that well 
communicated to non-members would be 
good, as that might be a big incentive to join. 


Are there any benefits you would like to 
offer members in the future that we're not 
currently offering? 

| think that we are, for lack of a better word, 
pretty tapped out in terms of what we're 
doing for our members. There's a lot on 
offer. If you download the NZDA membership 
app, you can pay your membership off twice 
in a year, once, very easily, twice if you try a 
little bit, and probably three times if you try 
really hard to use all the discounts just with 
your day-to-day living costs. 

When advocating on behalf of hunters, 
there's a lot that goes on behind the scenes 
in terms of conversations within the sector 
and relevant stuff outside the sector that 
still contributes to the progression and work 
of the NZDA. The work behind the scenes 

is constant; it's an everyday thing. When 

our members are going to work, hunting, or 
doing something else, they can be assured 
that there's somebody at the National Office, 
in some way, shape or form, advocating on 
their behalf. 


How do you address misconceptions 
about the NZDA, hunters and hunting in 
the public sphere? 

Firstly, the NZDA has a lot of history, and it's 
not perfect. However, in recent times, the 
association has only gone from strength to 
strength. The goat competition is a perfect 
example of being able to collaborate with 
the likes of the Department of Conservation, 
Federated Farmers, the NZ Firearms Safety 
Authority and other stakeholders within 

the sector. This sort of public exposure 
shows that most hunters have great care 
for the natural environment and only want 
the best for it, and that we understand 

the importance of proper management for 
the best biodiversity outcomes. A healthy 
environment creates well-conditioned 
animals for the table and trophy room. 


Can you tell us about any upcoming 
events or activities the NZDA is planning 
for hunters? 

We have the second NZDA/DOC National 
Wild Goat Hunting Competition. This gives 
hunters the opportunity to compete for 
prizes and our branches the opportunity 


to showcase themselves to their local 
communities. Last year, more than 10,000 
goats were shot, and | hope to see that 
number beaten this year, so get out and get 
amongst it. The NZDA will also be part of the 
Sika Show at Mystery Creek Events Centre, 
on 2-3 November, so be sure to come and 
check out our stand! 


How do these events help to build a 
stronger hunting community? 

An outward-facing NZDA can only be a 
good thing. Regular events within the 
sector strengthen relationships between 
stakeholders, providing better opportunities 
for the everyday hunter or shooter with 
enhanced advocacy and representation. 


What do you find most rewarding about 
your role as president of the NZDA? 

Being in a position to represent hunters' 
interests at the highest level and taking the 
time to converse with everyday hunters and 
outdoors people, to hear their take on the 
sector and what they think can be better 

or worse. This is one of the most enjoyable 
parts of bringing this feedback into the room 
when considering the big issues that we face 
today in the sector. And once considered, 
seeing the changes made based on these 
grass-roots and BBQ table conversations. 


How do you personally stay informed 
about the latest trends and issues 

in hunting? 

Various magazines and hunting programmes, 
social media is a big one, along with various 
relationships | have within the sector. We are 
at a stage where I can pick up the phone and 
speak to just about any stakeholder and get 
positive engagement. 


Finally, what message would you like to 
share directly with our readers about the 
future of hunting in New Zealand and your 
commitment to supporting them? 

The future is bright. If you truly value our 
game animals, the freedom to hunt on public 
conservation land, and the freedom to 
participate in shooting sports, then support 
the work of the NZDA by joining and having 
your voice heard. 3 
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FEATURE 


2024 NZDA 
PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COMPETITION 


This year's photographic competition was as strong as ever. 


tis a great way to showcase not The Swarovski binoculars that were up 

only the photographic skills of for grabs for one lucky entrant were 

our members but also a variety of undoubtedly an extra incentive to enter this 

amazing places, scenes, animals, year's competition, with entries totalling 

and encounters that help make over 650 and noticeably higher quality than 

up a portion of the total hunting previous years. The following pages show a 
experience that we often take for granted. gallery of category winners and placings. 
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TAUPO BRANCH TROPHY 

(GAME ANIMALS) 

1st: Greg Hill “Fallow Buck in the Mist” 

2nd: Greg Hill “Rutting Fallow Buck” 

3rd: Jacob Clement “Fallow in the Morning” 
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HARRIS TROPHY (FLORA) 

1st: Brad Ramsay 

2nd: Louise Pearson “Snow Daisy” 
3rd: Kerrin Burnnand 
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GORE & DISTRICT BRANCH TROPHY 
(HUMAN INTEREST) 

1st: Jason Goodyer 

2nd: Hugh Howard-Collins 

3rd: Demelza Drake “Cabin Fever” 
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W.H ROBINSON TROPHY 
(OTHER WILDLIFE - INSECTS, 
REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS) 

1st: Brad Ramsay "Bees" 

2nd: Jamie Fairbairn “Dragonfly beauty’ 
3rd: Jame Fairbairn “colour changer” 


" 


NORTH OTAGO BRANCH TROPHY 
(OTHER WILDLIFE - BIRDS) 

1st: Callum Sheridan “Birds” 

2nd: Kerrin Burnnand “Direct Look” 

3rd: Mark Wright “Hook grass even get the 
best of hunters” 
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FEATURE 


JOCK MCQUILKAN CUP 

(OTHER WILDLIFE - MAMMALS) 

1st: Alan Kerrisk “That's Close Enough!” 
2nd: Kerrin Burnnand “Ears Back Hare” 
3rd: Ivan Pavich "What are you looking at?” 


VERONESE TROPHY - SCENIC 


1st: Ryan Thomson "Don't forget to look up" 
2nd: Ivan Pavich “Middle Earth” 
3rd: Brad Ramsay 
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THAMES VALLEY BRANCH TROPHY 
(BEST JUNIOR COLOUR OR B&W PRINT) 
1st: Brooke Panckhurst “Pair of Mushrooms” 
2nd: Brooke Panckhurst “Waiting” 

3rd: Brooke Panckhurst “Tree Mushrooms” 
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The World' s finest range 
of thermaloptics | 


Made in Europe 
Chosen by professionals M. 4 x 


SOURGED THROUGH АМ 
AUTHORISED DISTRIBUTOR 


Hand-held thermal imagers now allowed on DOC 


PULSAR MERGER LRF 


CLASSIC DESIGN WITH ADVANCED THERMAL TECHNOLOGY eS 


The Department of Conservation has recently announced that 
> hand-held thermal monoculars and binoculars are now allowed 


PULSAR TELOS 


The Pulsar Merger LRF thermal binocular 
delivers a comfortable, immersive viewing 
experience with reduced eye fatigue. 
Three models available to suit various 
budgets and operational requirements. 


THERMAL PERFORMANCE INNOVATION UPGRADEABILITY 


The Pulsar Telos thermal monocular is the 
first to feature upgradeable hardware for 
future proofing against advancements 

in technology and changes in user 
requirements. The Telos XP50 is the first 
uncooled thermal to achieve <18mK 
sensitivity. Available as a non LRF 


PULSAR AXION 2 / XQ30PRO 


THERMAL PERFORMANCE IN YOUR POCKET 


Pulsar Axion Compact Series thermal 


monocular deliver excellent image quality, 
are fully featured, compact, solid and built 


to last. 


Try one today! Visit www.advancedoptics to find a dealer/stockist near you 
Like us on facebook www.facebook.com/pulsarnewzealand - Follow us on instagram www.instagram.com/pulsarnewzealand 


on public access land. Thermal riflescopes, clip-ons and night 
vision equipment are still prohibited. This is great news for safer 
target identification, spotting and recovering game. 


Better hunting success also means less need for alternative animal 
control and provides more meat. There is a model to suit all 


budgets. 


Merger LRF XP35 
Merger LRF XP50 
Merger LRF XL50 
Telos XQ35 

Telos LRF XQ35 
Telos XP50 

Telos LRF XP50 
Telos XL50 

Telos LRF XL50 
Axion XQ30 Pro 


Axion 2 LRF XQ35 Pro 


Axion 2 LRF XG35 


$6,799 


$8,999 


$10,999 


$3,999 


$4,499 


| $6,299 
| $6,899 
$7,399 


$7,999 


$2,599 
$4,199 


$5,599 


| Sensor 


640x480 
17um 


1024x768 
12ит 


384 x 288 
17pm 


640 x 480 
17um 


1024 x 768 
12um 


| NETD 


<25 mK 
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1350 


1800 


2300 
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FEATURE 


A ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 2024 


WORDS: On the Friday night, the Expo was open for 
walk-throughs for all conference attendees 
and guests, accompanied by drinks 


his year’s conference and nibbles in the atrium, which offered 
theme was 'Нега$ of everyone an opportunity to catch up with 
Special Interest’ and, familiar faces and check out the exhibitors’ 
throughout the weekend, stalls, before things got busy over the 
we heard from leading weekend. The effort that the Hutt Valley 
speakers within the volunteers and NZDA staff had gone to in 
sector on the subject. The annual planning the event is much appreciated. Hutt 
Photographic and Antler, Horn and Tusk Valley President Trevor Gratton welcomed 
(AHT) Competitions saw an increase in delegates and guests, followed by the 
the number of entries and the quality of acting Mayor of Lower Hutt, Tui Lewis, who 
those entered, with some great photos officially opened the conference. The guest 
totalling over 650 entries and 65 entries in speaker for the night was local MP and 
the AHT competition - with some heads of Minister for Sport and Recreation (among 
outstanding quality. many roles), Chris Bishop. 
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Saturday saw the opening of the Hunting & 
Wildlife Expo to the general public; the timing 
of the conference coinciding with school 
holidays had everyone optimistic about the 
possible turnout. In his opening address, 
President Craig Benbow welcomed delegates 
and guests, including representatives 

from the NZ Game Animal Council (GAC), 

the Fiordland Wapiti Foundation (FWF), 

the Department of Conservation (DOC), 

the Council of Licenced Firearms Owners 
(COLFO), the Central North Island Sika 
Foundation, and the NZ Tahr Foundation, 
among others. 

NZDA CEO Gwyn Thurlow gave an update 
on the association's state, highlighting our 
continued membership growth, finances, and 
advocacy over the past year. John Taylor 
(JT), the Association's new Secretary, did 
a great job ensuring that everything ran 
smoothly during the weekend's proceedings. 
Throughout the day, several organisations 
and individuals made presentations on 
matters relating to and impacting NZDA 
members; not all are listed here, but they 
included Minister for Hunting and Fishing 
Todd McClay (via pre-recorded video), Tim 
Gale and Kaylyn Pinney (GAC), who spoke 
about what constitutes a Herd of Special 
Interest, Roy Sloan (FWF), and Cam Speedy 
(Sika Foundation). The HUNTS team delivered 
a presentation highlighting the programme's 
development and growth and the significant 
impact the Jobs for Nature’ funding has had 
on delivering results over this period. 

DOC was well represented throughout the 
weekend, with representatives positively 
engaging with Expo attendees at their stand. 
Ben Reddiex, Mike Perry, and Callum Sheridan 
spoke about the collaborative DOC/NZDA 
National Wild Goat Hunting Competition, 
which is now running for the second year and 
highlights hunters’ conservation efforts and 

the benefits of collaboration within game 
animal management. 


The evening's MC was Dame Lynda Topp, 
aka Ken, who once again had the room in 
fits of laughter. A number of special awards 
and certificates were awarded to members 


EE CONCERT 
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ON PLACE 


Membership 2025-26 Amount Change 
Senior $130 +$10 
Junior $60 +$10 
Student $60 +$10 
Superannuant $80 +$10 
Associate $80 +$10 
Family $10 - 
Affiliate $0 - 


in recognition of service and achievement, 
alongside the awards presented to the 
winners of the annual AHT, photographic, 
literary, and shooting competitions. Local 
legend and Rugby World Cup-winning All 
Black Piri Weepu was the guest speaker for 
the night. He spoke about his hunting journey, 
which has seen him go from complete novice 
to hosting his own grassroots-style hunting 
and gathering TV show. 
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FEATURE 
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This year's raffles took things to a whole 
new level with the exciting addition of a 
brand-new Toyota Hilux up for grabs; the 
lucky winner was Ben Harwood. The after- 
party venue, The Crooked Elm, located 
across the road, provided a great opportunity 
to meet new and familiar faces. Chat 
predominantly revolved around hunting and 
shooting following the day's proceedings, not 
to mention the All Blacks match played earlier 
that evening. 


SUNDAY 

On Sunday, guest speaker Associate Minister 
of Justice (Firearms) Nicole McKee spoke 
about the upcoming firearms reform and 
highlighted the importance of submissions 
from within the sector. 

This was followed by voting and the election 
of officers. JT announced the election 
results and inducted new National Executive 
Officers. This year’s AGM saw changes to 
the board, with Callum Sheridan voted in 
as National President, Hamish Orr as Vice 
President, and Mark Elliotte replacing lan 
Owen as the newly appointed South Island 
representative. The new board members 
offer a great skill set to complement the 
existing members, forming a solid team 
to support our CEO and staff in delivering 
on behalf of members and the wider 
hunting community. 


NZDA BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2024/25 
National President: Callum Sheridan 
Immediate Past President: Craig Benbow 
Vice President: Hamish Orr 

National Treasurer: Vacant 

North Island reps: Tim Taylor, Trevor Gratton 
South Island reps: Richard Wells, Mark Elliotte 
National Secretary: John Taylor 

Board Members: Ash Foley, Brian Ferris, 

Willy Iglesias 


Guest Speaker Simon Carkeek from 
PracMed NZ gave an informative talk on the 
importance of adequate first aid training for 
hunters and outdoor users in New Zealand 
and preparing for the unexpected. “The fate 
of the wounded rests in the hands of the 
ones who apply the first dressing", was one 
quote that particularly resonated with me. 


"The new board members offer a great 
skill set to complement the existing 
members, forming a solid team to 
support our CEO and staff in delivering 
on behalf of members and the wider 
hunting community." 


NZDA 


N. 
ATIONAL COMPETITION 
WARD 


Eun 


The Conference was then closed by NZDA's 
Immediate Past President, Craig Benbow, 
who thanked the organising branch for 
putting on a very successful Conference and 
AGM. A special thank you to the hosts, Hutt 
Valley and their team of volunteers, all our 
competition entrants and judges, and finally, 
our delegates and guests. 

The 77th Annual Conference, 2025, will be 


hosted by the Southland Branch. 3 
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THE BUGLE THAT CALLS ME 


Upper Glaisnock Rock Biv, Fiordland, 2006 
By Serge Ritossa Hutt Valley Branch 


Echoes RelerBerate in The Valley WALLS 
Ale Heart TeeMBles 4S THe [aril CALLS 
HANGING Valleys OH MIST tN THe Ar 
The мнт Bull He LuRKS iN Here 


Steep 6554 Grëünez AND TORRENTIAL RAINS 
He нгрев tN THe рач iN а paze OF MORAINES 
“There ve 4 weakness [Hale Found 
So (STALK. THe Tops Without 4 SouND 


He STeALS his WAY Like ^ GHOST AT FIRST GHT 
J $coug The Tereaces FoR THIS WONDROUS SIGHT 
Ги caught out AGAIN, He RUNS Hof Fear 
Donn THe Valley WALLS, oH S0 Sheer 


f PleeTiNG BuGle Hes авоиг To DePART 
ft ELeeTiNG Buble To Pregce МЧ Heart 
A ROYAL Pose AS He LOOKS BACK мч waq 
He TURNS To THe FOREST, AND THEN He Faves anaq 


боме соме Fog THe ViSTas AND Some Fog The THRILL 
боме Por THR e(s06 AND Some Por The Kill 
Т соме Ров He Sound, 4S iT WONT LeT Me Be 
7 come Por Bull AND THe BuGle THAT CALLS Me 
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starts with three steps 


Unloaded 


When travelling by road, you 
must always travel with an 
unloaded firearm. So check 
your firearms are unloaded 
before you head away. 


Store ammunition separately 
and securely to your firearms 
during the journey. 


firearmssafetyauthority.govt.nz 


Locked 


Always carry your firearm in 
a locked case, or fit a trigger 
lock, or make it inoperable 
by removing a vital part like 
the bolt. 


Your ammunition — stored 
separately - also needs to 
be in a locked container 
if possible. 


Out of sight 


Keep your firearms and 
ammunition out of view. 
Think about packing them 
first and then covering them 
with other bags or belongings. 


An old blanket might be 
a great way to cover your 
gun case. 


9 Te Tari Püreke 


Firearms Safety Authority 


L-R - Dulcie Riley, John Riley, 
Mark Sargeant and John Will, 
new National Life Members. 


NEW NATIONAL 


LIFE MEMBERS 


t the 2024 National 

Conference, six long-serving 

members were elected as 

life members of the NZDA in 

recognition of their selfless 
dedication and commitment to tasks that 
are important to the NZDA: 


› John Riley and Dulcie Riley, Hutt Valley 
Branch, for services to NZDA records, 
AHT records, and New Zealand's hunting 
history, literature and curation. 


» Mark Sarjeant, Waikato Branch, for 
services to Douglas Scoring and National 
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Judging, including Competition Director 
and DS Custodian. 


» John Wills, Waikato Branch, for services to 
Douglas Scoring and National Judging as 
Chief Judge. 


» Malcolm Perry, Rotorua Branch, for 
services to competitive shooting. 


» Allan Jackson, Taupo Branch, for services 
to Sika Deer Research and promotion of 
the Sika Herd and Conservation. 


This issue features a short Q&A with three of 
the new honourees. 


John Riley 


HUTT VALLEY BRANCH. AGE: 82 


Can you please tell us a little about 

your background and how you first 
became involved with the NZDA? 

| started in the Boy Scouts and moved to 
tramping clubs, where | started to see deer 
and thought it would be a good idea to be 
able to shoot them. My father was a hunter 
in England, so | joined the deerstalkers. | 
then became a tramper, carrying a rifle for 
two years until | was taken in hand by Andy 
Gurney, who took me into the Tararuas. We 
got up onto the tops, and then he said, “Just 
sit down and look,” and while we glassed in 
amongst all the tussocks and flax, we saw 
seven deer that, if Га have been by myself, 
would have left down in the gully, so | ended 
up shooting my first deer. Since then, I’ve 
had a fairly successful hunting career, but 
now I'm too old, so I’ve turned my life into 
looking after the Deerstalkers National 
Heritage Trust Library. 


What year did you join NZDA? 

It would have been 1960. | was a foundation 
member of the Upper Hutt Branch, now 
called the Hutt Valley Branch. l've been 

a member for 60 years, serving on the 
committee and as secretary. 


What sparked your passion for hunting? 
l've always had a passion for the outdoors, 
and | enjoy going out into the bush, even if 
| don't shoot anything or see anything. Just 
being out in the bush is so fantastic. It's 
there to be enjoyed, but as | said, my legs 
aren't what they used to be. 


What is your most memorable 

hunting moment? 

Any day on the West Coast on a sunny day 
is so remarkable that it's sometimes hard to 
explain unless you are there. On the other 
hand, a rainy day on the (Wet) Coast is 
pretty terrible. 


When you think of hunters as 
conservationists, how important is our role 
in preserving natural wildlife? 

Many deerstalkers, including myself, look 


after predatory traplines. So, although we 
are hunters, we are also conservationists 
at heart. 


Are there any initiatives you've been 
directly involved with over the years 
around conservation? 

Setting up traplines. I'm a member of a local 
reserve where | have a trapline of about 
40 DOC200s, which | maintained until the 
beginning of this year when I suffered a 
heart attack. I’m now starting to get back 
onto my feet and start looking after my 
traplines again. | also have another trapline 
behind my house, on another reserve with 
another 15 traps up there, which keeps me 
busy once a week. 


"I would love for us to become 
managers of wild, big game 
animals and the outdoors 
because it seems that no one else 
is capable or willing to do that." 


How important is the sense of community 
and camaraderie in the NZDA? Friend 
groups, etc., that you've developed as part 
of being an NZDA member. 

Some of the friends l've made in hunting 
circles have lasted all these years, 

and | believe it’s because we share a 

similar interest in being outdoors and 
enjoying nature. 


What advice would you give to someone 
new to hunting and considering joining 
the NZDA? 

Get out there, enjoy the outdoors, and make 
good friends. They will last all your life and 
support you. 


Regarding NZDA in the future, what would 
you love to see us become, do differently, 
grow, etc? 

| would love for us to become managers of 
wild, big game animals and the outdoors 
because it seems that no one else is capable 
or willing to do that. 
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Dulcie Riley 


HUTT VALLEY BRANCH. AGE: 90 12/2024 
What year did you join NZDA? 1969 


Can you please tell us a little about 

your background and how you first 
became involved with the NZDA? 

| took a job with Telecom in 1969, and | 
saw this man walking across the yard and 
thought, “Hmm, | know his father.” Sure 
enough, it was John Reilly. Eventually, we 
got together and married in 1971, and he 
introduced me to hunting; we have been 
hunting together ever since. 


What's been a standout experience you've 
had while hunting? 

On my first big hunt to the Wanganui River 
down south, where | got my first chamois, 
my brand-new pack broke. Shoelaces came 
in very handy! 


What sparked your passion for hunting? 

| never had any interest in hunting. After 
about six months of working with John, he 
asked me one day, “How would you like 

to go for a hunt?” | thought that sounded 
intriguing. So, away we went. We never got 
anything then, but it was an experience, 
and | thought | could do this. At that stage, 

I didn't know any other women who were 
hunting. l've since found out that there were 
a few, but at that stage, | didn't know of any. 
It suited me to go hunting, and that was it. 


What is your most memorable hunt? 

That would be when we went down South 

to the Greenstone. There were four of us 
together, and lying in the tent in the morning, 
as everyone will know, nature calls. Off | go 
on my own, and as | looked out, | thought, 
bloody hell, there's 1, 2, 3, 4 deer out there! 
So, I rushed back in a panic, "Quick, quick, 
pass me my rifle", to which John asked, "Do 
you want me to come with you?”.“No, this 
one's тте!” was my reply. So, | crossed the 
creek, back through the bush, and sat there 
waiting for the buck following his does into 
the area. | had plenty of time to sit down and 
steady myself, and that was it. | got him! A 
nice fallow buck. 
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When you think of hunters as 
conservationists, how important is our role 
in preserving natural wildlife? 

It’s very important when you look at the bush 
in some areas and see what devastation 

can be caused by not effectively controlling 
animal numbers. 


Over the time you've been a member of 
the NZDA, what are some of the biggest 
changes you've noticed? 

I’ve seen it change a lot. | remember 
attending my first meeting with John. We 
walked in, and it was all male; there was the 
sound of chattering voices as we walked 
in, and then suddenly, there was silence. 
Everybody turned around and went, "Look, 
there's a woman in here". But | was lucky; 
they all accepted me, and that was it. 


Do you have any advice for younger women 
considering joining the NZDA or getting 
into hunting? 

Go to it; it's a wonderful life. The first big 

trip | made on my own was when | went 
down to the Greenstone, and after climbing 
a hill on my own and sitting down, | thought 
to myself, "Ah, peace". It was absolutely 
amazing how relaxed and peaceful | felt, and 
I think everyone should experience that. 


How important is the sense of community 
and camaraderie in the NZDA? Friend 
groups, etc., that you've developed as part 
of being an NZDA member. 

It'S been amazing really. As a female in an 
all-male group, | was just accepted, and 
that was it. | was expected to do my share 
just as | expected them to do theirs in the 
campsites and that sort of thing, so it's 
been great. | would love to see more women 
get involved with hunting; | now know two 
or three others who do it and are very 
successful - the more, the merrier to even 
the balance. 


What advice would you give to new hunters 
getting into hunting for the first time? 

First and foremost, join a club and learn from 
the members before you do anything stupid, 
like going out on your own and getting lost 
and/or hurt. 


"The first big trip I made оп my 
own was when I went down to the 
Greenstone, and after climbing a 
hill on my own and sitting down, I 
thought to myself, “Ah, peace”. 


Can you please tell us a little about 

your background and how you first 

became involved with the NZDA? 

| joined the Auckland Branch sometime before 


Regarding NZDA in the future, what would 
you like to see us become? 

| would like to see a membership increase 
and more knowledge given out to the 
everyday person that мете not just mad 
hunters but dedicated people. 


Is there anything you'd like to say to our 
NZDA members and magazine readers? 
l'd like to thank all those l've met up with 
through the years, and | hope to continue in 
the same way. Friendship is very important. 


REAL FIRS 


PRACMED N.Z. 


1962; can verify | was a member in 1962 as | 
have a copy of Issue 1 of the original Wildlife 
Magazine in A5 format, the forerunner to the 
current H&W magazine. | was encouraged 

to join by a chap who eventually became my 
regular hunting associate along with a group 
of two or three others. | grew up on a farm, 
and my father owned a BSA Sportsman 15 
.22 rifle, with which, as a 13-year-old, | shot 
rabbits on our farm. My father was not a 
hunter, nor anybody else in our family; my 
interest in hunting did not eventuate till after 
| had done my stint in compulsory military 
training and tasted Centrefire rifles, .303, of 
course, shortly after finishing CMT. 
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Although | was Involved in deerstalking 
originally, when | got married at 30 years old 
to a Rotorua girl and moved to Rotorua after 
spending four years at Galatea, | transferred 
from the Auckland Branch to the Rotorua 
Branch. When the family started arriving, | 
became more involved in range shooting, 
Search and Rescue (SAR) and the Mountain 


"Although conservation and herd 
management are very much at 
the fore these days, when I joined, 
it was just getting some traction, 
firstly with the Wapiti.” 


| purchased a commercial cut-down P14 
.303 rifle, which | owned for many years until 
it was stolen. 

With this new rifle, too high-powered for 
rabbits, | started looking for larger game. Our 
farm at the time had originally been part of 
the safety zone behind the Ardmore Range 
and was 70 acres cut off that land on Hunua 
Rd from Papakura. On the reserve, there 
were thought to be a few goats, so this is 
where | first investigated. Shortly after this, 
| joined the local NRA Rifle Club that had a 
range not far from Clevedon and only out 
to 300 yards. At the first prize giving | went 
to, | was awarded several silver spoons for 
achievements. | had no idea until many years 
later that this sport was an international 
sport. However, it was as a member of this 
club | met the chap who encouraged me to 
join the Auckland Branch. 

As | have mentioned, this was the early 60s, 
and a member who owned furniture removal 
trucks would organise party hunts in the 
Taupo area. The destination was Clements 
Mill, which | learned 30-odd years later had 
apparently not long been opened up. After 
several of these trips, the guy who joined me 
and was quite experienced started taking 
me to other areas. | had an American station 
wagon with lots of room, and sometimes 
others would join us. It got that way; in the 
end, my friend would ring on a Monday or 
Tuesday, “What time are we leaving Friday?”. 
In those days, there was not much in the 
way of conservation thought about as it was 
toward the end of culling, and in reading 
some of Philip Holden's books, | am pretty 
sure we had followed in his footsteps in one 
area we hunted. All of my hunting was in the 
North Island; | never managed to venture 
South, and my success rate was not all 
that high. 


44 | NZDA HUNTING & WILDLIFE 


Safety Council (MSC). With the MSC I got 
involved with volunteer firearms instruction, 
and as the person who instructed us was not 
interested, | started up the fortnightly safety 
lectures, something | did, it turned out, for 
43 years. 


When you think of hunters as 
conservationists, how important is our role 
in preserving natural wildlife? 

Although conservation and herd management 
are very much at the fore these days, when | 
joined, it was just getting some traction, firstly 
with the Wapiti. | remember a meeting at the 
Auckland club rooms around 1962 when John 
Henderson spoke at length about the subject 
of the Wapiti Herd, something | knew very little 
about at that stage. These days, branches 

are getting involved in pest trapping for the 
benefit of our blue duck populations, other 
pest trapping and the possibility of getting 
involved in Wallaby control in the Bay of 
Plenty/ Rotorua area. | personally have not had 
much direct involvement in conservation work, 
but | do not agree with those groups who 

hold the belief that the NZDA is not involved 

in conservation. 


What advice would you give someone new to 
hunting and considering joining the NZDA? 
To somebody thinking of joining, why should 
you? There are more reasons to do so 

than when | joined. A major one for some 
people is the public liability insurance. We 
have a quarterly glossy magazine; recently, 
your membership can get you discounts, 

and perhaps the prospect of joining like- 
minded people. | have gained many friends 
through my membership: North Island, South 
Island and even in Australia. Last but not 
least, you may be interested in helping in 
conservation efforts or just adding weight to 
the association's advocacy efforts to keep our 
firearms, access, hunting herds, etc. z 


NZ FERAL SHEEP 
TROPHY RECORDS 


Hunting New Zealand's feral sheep as trophies began slowly 
in the 1970s and 1980s, with a few good rams’ heads being 
initially scored by Norman Douglas. 


WORDS: TREVOR CHAPPELL 


here were some very big 

trophies taken in those 

days, primarily from feral 

sheep flocks found on the 

mainland. The locations 

of these flocks were the 
Mohaka and Ngaruroro Rivers in the North 
Island and the Waianakarua, Kakanui, 
Hokonui and Clarence River valleys in the 
South Island. 

At this time, hunters were also beginning 
to seek excellent ram trophies on both Pitt 
and the Chatham Islands. Hunting trips to 
these remote islands became special events, 
with the added bonus of taking a good boar 
plus abundant seafood, such as crayfish, 
paua and blue cod. Over time, other smaller 
feral flocks, such as in the Waipori Valley 
and on Arapawa Island, have produced good 
trophies too. 

The National Board has tasked me with 
researching and writing about the feral 
sheep trophies for the final edition of The 
Big Game Trophy Book Series (previously 
compiled by Bruce Banwell). | ат now 
collating all relevant records and information 
currently held at the National Museum 
(Deerstalkers House, Wellington). This work 
involves ensuring that a. the data supplied 
is accurate, b. the location of trophies 
is correct, and c. the names of owners/ 
holders are recognised. Unfortunately, not 
all records are up to date, and | therefore 
seek the assistance of both current and 
past NZDA members to provide any relevant 
information on the following trophies: 


1. An A. Blair took a great ram, scoring 91 
4/8 DS in the Mamaku Range in 1979. 
Does anybody know this person? 


2. The husband-and-wife team, Dean 
and Stephanie Lloyd, have both 
taken excellent trophies, with Dean's 
ram scoring 93 2/8 DS in 2004 and 
Stephanie's ram scoring 91DS in 2001. 
From 2001 to 2004, the Lloyds lived near 
Oxford. Does anybody know where they 
live now? 


3. In 2004, Rod Guest took a great ram from 
the Waianakarua Valley, which scored 
93 6/8 DS. | need to contact Rod for 
more information. 


4. In 2006, Reuben Tukaki took a big sheep 
trophy from the Waipunga River near 


Tarawera, North Island, scoring 91 6/8 DS. 


Again, | need further information. 3 


CONTACT US 


If any hunters 

out there are 
holding great ram 
trophies, please 
have them scored, 
if not already, by a 
recognised Douglas 
Scorer and send 
this information to 
me urgently. Thanks 
in advance for 

your assistance. 
Email Trevor: 
trevor.chappell@ 
deeerstalkers.org.nz 
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5” BULLTAHR 


Over the last four months, I have been privileged to measure 
four of the best bull tahr heads ever taken. 


WORDS: DAVE KEEN 


tis extremely rare to measure one 
tahr of the calibre that | have in the 
last months, but to measure four 
is almost unheard of. Interestingly, 
none of these tahr have come out 
of the management units, including 
one well outside the traditional tahr range. 
The first was taken by Flynn Carter, 
scoring 48 Y4 DS. 
Hamish Norton, a fellow member of my 
local South Canterbury NZDA branch, 
took the second. This head was officially 
scored at the NZDA National Conference 
in Lower Hutt, where it was part of the 
record-breaking entry from the South 
Canterbury Branch, which won the Norman 
Douglas Trophy for best-combined-branch 
entry consisting of one set of Antlers, 
Horns and Tusks. Although this had shrunk 
slightly and lost a little on the official score 
from my initial measurement, this is still a 
magnificent trophy-scoring 48 1⁄4 DS and 
placed 2nd for the Mt Cook Trophy for best 
tahr. This bull was also awarded a gold 
medal and now sits well in the record book 
for the top tahr trophies ever taken. 
Hamish had this to say about his hunt: 
“After a morning of hunting, looking for a 
red stag, | had only seen three tahr and no 
deer, so | decided to turn back for home. 
| walked out the same way | had come in, 
stopping at a ridge where | had previously 


shot a 13” bull for a lengthy last-ditch glass. 


At around 10am | was very surprised to 
catch a glimpse of tahr mane at 130 yards, 
partially obscured by thick scrub. | had no 
idea how big it was except for a few key 
features that convinced me it was a mature 
bull tahr. When | approached the dead bull, 
| was blown away. | passed a big group 
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of trampers on the way out who had no 
idea of the life long, sought-after trophy 
| was carrying out and the huge personal 
achievement | had accomplished.” 

NZDA National Life member and Patron of 
the Douglas Scoring System, Brian Witton 
took the third. | have had the privilege 
of working alongside Brian on the NZDA 
National Douglas Scoring Panel for at least 
the last 10 years. Brian phoned me to say 
he was in Geraldine and would love to pop 
around and visit. Half an hour later, he was 
walking up the footpath with one of the 
best bulls | would ever have the pleasure 
of measuring. | only had to take one quick 
look at this head and Knew it was a monster. 
Brian’s bull measured 49 1/4 DS with horns 
15 1/2 inches long and 9 1/8” bases. This 
head was placed first for the Mt Cook 
Trophy for tahr and first for the Egmont 
Trophy for the best of all horned species at 
this year’s NZDA National Conference and 
was awarded a gold medal. This head is the 
highest-scoring bull tahr ever to be taken by 
an NZDA member. Brian is a true gentleman 
and an absolute legend. It had been 40 
years since he last shot a bull, and at 85, it’s 
great to see him out in the hills still doing 
what he loves. | look forward to seeing 
this head on his wall next to his historic 
Red Deer trophy, taken in 1965 in the Tuke 
Valley, scoring 330 3/8 DS and featuring in 
the book ‘Great New Zealand Deer Heads 
Vol Il’ by the late D. Bruce Banwell. 


THE NEW NUMBER ONE NEW 
ZEALAND RECORD! 

Peter Hogg took the fourth bull. This bull 
was 10 years old and officially scored 50 
1⁄2 DS, making it the New Zealand number 
one. This was the first time Peter had ever 


shot a tahr, and he was out pig hunting at 
the time. F 


DS 48 1/4 


THE NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS' ASSOCIATION INC. 
RECORDING BIG GAME TROPHIES BY SYMMETRICAL SIZE 
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TROPHY 
OF A LIFETIME 


This story started while fishing on Auckland’s West Coast in April. 


WORDS: BRIAN WITTON 


y fishing mate Garth 

Johnson rang and said 

his uncle was up from 

South Canterbury for a 

few days and was keen 
to catch a snapper or three. “How does it 
look for a trip over the Manukau Bar?”. It 
was OK, not great, but we decided to give it 
a go the next day. 

After a bumpy ride out, we found the 
fishing slow, but in the end, managed to 
get our limit. Gerald was pretty happy even 
though we didn’t get anything very big. A 
few days later, he headed home with a box 
of frozen fillets. 
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It was a couple of weeks later when Garth 

rang. Gerald had invited us down for a hunt, 
so it was all on. Garth checked his roster. 
He had a few days off later in May. We flew 
to Christchurch on the 21st of May but had 
to be back by the 25th. That would give us 
three days of hunting. 

From the airport, we drove to Garth’s 
uncle’s place. With only a car, it would be 
a long walk to our hunting area, so Gerald 
arranged for a friend of his to take us in his 
4x4. However, the weather was not playing 
its part, and low clouds obscured everything. 
We stopped at a stream and started walking. 
Hamish came with us as he was after a red 
stag in the area, but we saw no sign of it. 

The low cloud persisted, but hoping the 
clag would clear, we climbed up to the crest 


of a ridge to give us a good view of the 
face across the valley. Now, | ат no spring 
chicken, so it took me a while to get there. 
Garth and Hamish were set up, but there 
was no visibility, so it was a waiting game. 
The odd clear patch would appear for a 
minute or two, but nothing was sighted. By 
5pm it was starting to get pretty dull. Garth 
told me later he was just going to suggest 
we give it a miss and get back down while 
there was still some light left. 

| was lying, glassing directly across from 
our spot on the ridge when a small gap 
appeared in the cloud. Although it wasn't 
completely clear, it was enough to see the 
opposite face. Suddenly, a bull tahr came 
out of the scrub on the left, crossed an area 
of about 30 or 40 metres of clear ground 
and disappeared into more scrub. "Bull tahr”, 
| said and pointed out the area. However, 
it was soon enveloped in cloud again. Five 
minutes later, when it cleared for about 30 
seconds, Garth picked up the animal a bit 
higher up in the scrub. Again, the cloud 
came over, and another five or six minutes 
went by before it cleared enough to pick it 
up before the cloud returned. By this time, it 
was getting pretty dark, and then suddenly, 
a gap appeared, and there was the tahr out 
on a clear patch. | lined it up and waited a 
few seconds for it to turn a bit more side- 
on. | was totally confident of the shot and 
squeezed the trigger. Horror of horrors. Just 
a click! What a time to have a misfire. 

Reloading, | lined it up again and waited 
a wee while for it to turn side on again. By 
now it was just a dark shape moving around 
in increasing gloom. This time, however, all 
went well, and | heard the projectile hit. | 
have been reloading my own ammunition for 
over 50 years without ever having a misfire; 
however, | was recently given one and a half 
boxes of 180-grain 308 factory ammo, so | 
decided to use that. Luckily, | was able to get 
a second chance. 

My immediate thought was to leave it 
and come back the next day to retrieve it, 
but Garth and Hamish said they would get 
across to it. | set off down to the valley floor 
while there was still a smidgen of light left. It 
was wise to do so since after having surgery 
on my right eye five years ago, the sight in 


that eye has been severely compromised 
particularly my depth-of-field vision. 

Near the bottom, | managed a couple of 
somersaults, losing my hat and walking pole 
in the process. | had to put my headlamp 

on to find them before I set off again, but 
only a few steps later, | took another tumble, 
so | decided then to wait for the others to 
catch up. 

It was pitch dark by the time they reached 
the tahr. Before they went, they had asked 
me if | wanted the skin. | said no but to bring 
the head, and if it's any good, bring the head 
skin and a bit of meat. Well, when we met 
up later, the first thing | saw was a head skin 
hanging off a daypack. So, I said, "The head 
must be all right". They both replied, "You 
have shot a ripper". Garth had taken photos 
for me. He said getting down from where | 
fired was pretty steep and not particularly 
easy. A big thanks to Garth and Hamish for 
retrieving it. 
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n 
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The next day, we were greeted with a fine 
day. We took the head skin off and tidied 
itup. By then, the dreaded low cloud had 
come in again, but not so low this time. Garth 
and | headed up to a spot where he had shot 
a good pig on a previous trip, and we split 
up. I sidled up the valley for quite a while but 
saw nothing and headed back to our meeting 
point late afternoon. When nearly back, I 
spotted a group of tahr a long way off, which 
included a very large-bodied bull. It was too 
far away to see any horns through my binos. 
While watching them, | heard a shot from 
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the direction Garth had gone. When we met, 
Garth told me about seeing a bull and four 
or five nannies quite far off. He had made 

a beeline for them, but when he got there, 
the whole area was covered in cloud. He got 
set up and waited a long time before a small 
area cleared enough to reveal the bull about 
260 metres away. After the shot, he made 
his way across only to discover it was not 
the big one he initially saw. However, it was a 
nice representative head. 

Day three was a repeat, thick cloud, so we 
gave it a miss. In the afternoon, we drove 
through some interesting country with 
Gerald and saw a few fallow deer quite close 
to the road. We then went to Dave Keen's 
place, and he measured my trophy - 15 v2" 
long and a Douglas Score of 49 Ya. It has 
been over 50 years since | last shot a tahr, so 
this one is something special. 

Footnote. Garth rang again three weeks 
ago. His friend Mark was up from Alexandra. 
Could we go over the bar for a fish? It was 
calm enough, so with another friend as well, 
we went out and caught our limit, and Mark 
was able to go home with a heap of fillets. 
You may ask, what has this got to do with 
our hunt? Well, the last thing Mark said to 
me was, "You will have to come down for a 
hunt with us". Now, | might just take him up 
on that! 3 
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eaders may recall the NZDA 
Maniototo goose cull in 
February 2023, which was 
showcased in Hunting & 
Wildlife Winter Issue #221. 
An incredible 1,100 geese were shot over 
Waitangi weekend by just 24 shooters. The 
cull was fast-paced and a heap of fun for 
everyone involved. 

Murray Burns of the Upper Clutha Branch 
also summarised the 2023 shoot and called 
on all interested shooters to prepare for the 
2024 shoot in the Spring Edition #222. A 
few weeks after this issue went to press, my 
Tasmanian mate Blair (a Marlborough branch 
member) was on the phone to make sure Га 


filled in the application form for the ’24 shoot. 


| jumped straight off the phone and onto the 
excellent Southern Lakes website to register 
my interest and pay the $45 admin fee. | 
didn’t hear anything back for a few weeks, 
so | contacted Murray to determine if Га 
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missed out. A few spots were still available, 
and Га managed to scrape in. After learning 
some key things from last year’s shoot, my 
thoughts turned to planning for the event. 
Shortly after, an email summary arrived 
outlining key parts of the event and a list 
of attendees so everyone could coordinate 
sharing vehicles, etc. The Upper Clutha 
Branch does most of the heavy lifting, 
with Murray Burns, Corry Walker, and 
President Murray Elliotte driving the bulk of 
the organisation. Murray E ran a pre-brief 
Zoom meeting a week before the event 
to ensure new shooters had a solid grasp 
of what gear to bring, what to expect and 
opportunities to ask questions. There was 
some excellent commentary on footwear, 
clothing, and shot size (#00 right through 
to 43s recommended), as well as reminding 
everyone that only feral geese (both Greylag 
and Canada) were to be targeted - game 
birds were out of season and absolutely off 
limits. Murray encouraged everyone to bring 
as much ammo as they could afford - and so 
began the hoping for very hot barrels. 


Late Friday afternoon, | scrambled to 
get away from work, pack the gear into 
the Triton and get on the road to meet 
the 7pm prebrief cut-off time. At 6:55pm 
(cutting it just a bit fine) | pulled up to the 
entrance to our campsite. Tent city was 
an understatement, with 4WD vehicles 
everywhere and tents, swags, caravans 
and gazebos covering most of the flat, 
designated camping area that would be 
home for the next three days. 

| grabbed my deck chair from the ute 
and parked up beside the group that had 
gathered around Corry’s vehicle. Who 
was | sitting beside but NZDA Operations 
and Marketing Manager and COLFO 
Spokesperson Hugh Devereux-Mack 


- all the way from Wellington. It was great 
to meet the man himself. Hugh does some 
incredibly tireless work to protect our sport 
and our right to own firearms. He had driven 
down with his Dad Dave from Blenheim - 
quite some roadie! 

Corry handles most of the event 
management and on-site coordination. He 
organises property access and liaises with 
farmers, DOC/Fish & Game, and the local 
environmental trust to ensure everyone is 
committed to achieving a collective result. 
His efforts ensure shooters and landowners 
are on the same page while setting the 
all-important standard of expectation 
across the group. Having just returned 
from hunting/guiding in the USA, jet lag 
combined with the last-minute rush to get 
everything sorted meant he was looking 
somewhat buggered. Ably supported by 
Murray В and Murray Е, they set the scene 
for the weekend. 

Corry collaborated with the landowners, 
Fish & Game and Tiaki Maniototo - the 26 
farms/DOC/Water Catchment Group area 
that manages the land we would be shooting 
over. With two property owners declining to 
participate, we had access to an incredible 
24 properties spread over about 20km of the 
rambling upper reaches of the famous Taieri 
River. Corry had pulled out all the stops this 
year - we had 24 shooters over half a dozen 
properties last year and didn’t get anywhere 
near covering all the ground. My immediate 
thoughts were that 44 shooters were 
nowhere near enough. 

There was a solid reminder to ensure 
that everyone identified their target and 
that no game birds were to be shot - the 
reputational damage to the event was far 
too high to contemplate anyone making a 
mistake, so the point was rammed home. 
Fish & Game gave us an exemption to use 
lead shot as this was an organised pest 
control/culling operation. 


GREYLAG - A COCKIES PERSPECTIVE 
The social interaction across the group 

that night was a significant opportunity 

to share hunting stories, meet new, like- 
minded shooters and to catch up with a few 
characters from previous years’ events. 
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It was great to see Mid and North 
Canterbury members making the big trek 
south, and by the looks of their laden-down 
4wds, they'd packed appropriately. A handful 
of the neighbouring farm owners joined 
us that night to give us further insight into 
the pasture and water quality degradation 
caused by the Greylag Goose. For those 
less familiar with the Greylag, they are 
highly territorial, so they can cause much 
greater pasture damage than the free- 
ranging Canada Goose. With each Greylag 
having half a dozen eggs, the population and 
pressure on surrounding pasture becomes 
exponentially more problematic each year. 
While the catchment group has engaged 
the services of chopper cullers each year 
(and has accounted for thousands of birds), 
the overgrown river fringes are surrounded 
by thick, long grass and almost head-high 
reeds. This provides a safe haven of cover 
- particularly against choppers - so these 
birds must be driven out of this challenging 
terrain. Foot hunting is the only solution 
to hunting in the thick stuff to target more 
educated birds who have learnt to evade 
choppers for many years. 
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| flung my pop-up tent out and quickly 
secured the guy ropes. With the mattress 
inflated, | suddenly realised that my 
ultralight summer-weight sleeping bag and 
‘hot weather’ clothes were not quite up to 
the quietly-forming frost. Sure enough, | 
was ‘quite cold’ during the night as | donned 
every item of clothing | could find to ward 
off the sub-zero conditions. 

6am, and the alarm sounded. We were up, 
gear sorted, and a quick caffeine hit/bacon 
sandwich devoured as we gathered around 
the central gazebo. Wielding the whiteboard 
marker, Corry had divided the 44 shooters 
into six teams of six, with two teams of four. 
Shooters from last year’s cull volunteered 
as team leaders and were allocated a UHF 
radio for group comms. 

Tiaki Maniototo generously provided 20 
slabs of #3 shot ammo - enough for two 
packets per shooter per day, which we 
gratefully received before donning our 
blaze orange gear and loading the vehicles. 
Our 4-shooter group comprised fellow club 
member Brett (Otago Branch) and Scott 
and Mark from Upper Clutha. Wed drawn 
the uppermost block below the main bridge; 
most of the geese shot last year were within 
a 2km range of the bridge, so | primed my 
team for plenty of fast-shooting action. 

Pulling up at the bridge, | grabbed my 
Benelli shotgun from the bag and gave Brett 
a quick rundown of its operation. His loan 
gun had fallen through, and he’d primed 
me to bring a spare. | grabbed my gun 
bag and slid the Winchester SX2 out of its 
sleeve. My jaw almost hit the ground, and 
some terse language erupted as | noticed 
the cocking lever was missing! | searched 
the gun bag and the surrounding ground. 

It had fallen out somewhere between my 
gun room and the bridge and was gone. 
Corry had pulled up alongside us to see 
what was going on. “Looks like my shout 
tonight, Corry -Гуе given myself a bit of a 
handicap...".| grabbed my keys and jammed 
them into the bolt recess. | could lever 
enough force with the keys to cock the 
bolt. As the Winchester has a bolt hold- 
open function when empty, the SX2 was 
still useable, albeit with an added focus 
on safety. 


ACTION! 

Through the first gate, we were primed 

for action. I'd done a lot of driven rabbit 
shooting over dogs - the key is to ensure 
everyone stays in line, watches their swing, 
and loudly signals that they are lifting their 
gun if they need to shoot behind them (not 
encouraged). The bottom-line rule was to 
never shoot to your direct left or right and 
to watch your swing at every move. Blaze 
orange makes a difference here and helps 
to remind shooters of the danger area in 
their periphery. 

Walking 30-odd metres apart would mean 
very few birds would pass us. | took the 
outer right flank with Brett and Mark within 
easy communication distance to my left. 
Scott was on the river edge. The action 
kicked off nicely with everyone starting to 
pick up a few birds in the grass - the grins of 
excitement on Brett and Marks's faces said 
it all as they had some great hot-barrelled 
action early on. Unfortunately, after 500- 
odd metres, Scott's riverbank jaunt saw him 
well away from the rest of us as the river 
meandered well off our intended line. The 
gap was too wide for many passing birds to 
ignore, and they sailed through unscathed. 


The neighbouring hunting group started 
shifting some sizeable mobs, with many 
birds flaring across to us. We had some 
great pass shooting with these birds picking 
up quite some steam with the wind behind 
them. Barrel swing needed to be pretty fast 
here - a 5kg goose with a stiff wind up its 
tail feathers quickly passed the shooter and 
was out of range in a flash if they didn't get 
a bead in front to that beak pronto. | was 
slow on the first couple of passing birds as 
they screamed past me. Brett and Mark did a 
great job of mopping up many of these birds. 
Scott was using an under and over and 
wasn't handicapped at all. We saw him down 
plenty of birds with his first shot and a few 
exciting doubles to boot, and he was getting 
a lot of fantastic pass-shooting action on 
the riverbank. 

The hunting group above and to the left of 
us had spied a large mob in the thick cover 
and launched a stalk. We could see the 
wary birds getting twitchy - the group got a 
few shots away before the birds lifted and 
headed our way. "Get ready,” | yelled, as the 
birds looked set to pass over us. A few flared 
off with a heap, deciding they would try to 
use the wind to accelerate past us. 
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Magazines were emptied, and cartridges 
hurriedly jammed back in as we tried to get 
as much lead in the air as we could. Two 
birds screamed over the riverbank in front of 
me. | swung up and had a fantastic double 
near-point-blank range - excitement! Brett 
was equally impressed and was quietly 
amused as the two birds nearly collected 
me as they smacked into the ground just 
metres away. 

Three kilometres from the vehicle, 
communications from Corry over the UHF 
reminded us we needed to be back at camp 
to debrief and hatch the post-lunch strategy. 
Lunch saw tallies recorded on a whiteboard, 
with our team holding our own pretty well 
amongst the other seven groups. 

Conditions in 2023 saw the mercury hit 38 
degrees in the afternoon - far too hot for 
hunting. This was in stark contrast to 2024 
with our first day recording a high of around 
7C. While the temperature was fresh, hunting 
in the cooler weather was far easier - last 
year’s temperatures were unbearable. | wore 
a 1L camelback under my shooting vest to 
stay hydrated, and there was no chance of 
running it dry on this trip. 


Saturday afternoon saw us swapping 
places with the neighbouring group - we 
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were now below the river. Despite the 
geese getting a fair rev-up in the morning, 
we managed quite a few birds in the 
afternoon. The highlight was stalking a 
large pond with 50-odd on the water. We 
surmised that they would take off into the 
wind, and as we were pushing downwind 
towards them, we'd be right amongst 

it. Sure enough, as we edged within the 
danger zone, they all lifted off, forced to 
climb into the very stiff breeze, which 
meant they were slow to gain elevation, 
almost stalling mid-air. We let rip and 
managed quite a few birds before they 
swung around and were gone with the 
blustery tailwind. Brett and Mark had other 
commitments and had to leave after this 
hunt. Despite their limited time, they had an 
incredibly rewarding day. 

Back at camp late afternoon and Scott and 
| studied the leaderboard. Our 4-shooter 
team had punched well above its weight. 
Corry had wheeled in his custom spit roast 
and set about sizzling one of his finest 
Otago lambs. Ably assisted by Murray, the 
team feasted on bread rolls, coleslaw and 
beautifully-cooked lamb - quite the bonus 
compared to the snags | was going to cook 
for tea. That night, temperatures again 
dropped below zero, and once more | was 
underprepared for frigid-tent conditions. 


6am - another early start, and breakfast 
was downed as we gathered around the 
whiteboard. A few others had departed the 
previous night, so Scott and | joined Ben 
Perkins’ deep-south crew, who had also lost 
a couple of sidekicks. | decided to give the 
Benelli a run this morning as ГА had enough 
of jamming the keys into the Winchester 
bolt at each stop the previous day. 

We gathered above the bridge on the 
other side of the road with teams spread 
out across the first 3km of river flat. Corry 
had taken a few of the less experienced 
shooters on the other side of the river to 
catch the birds that would flee to the head- 
high grass bordering the willows. Our team 
spread out as usual and quietly pushed 
forward into the wall of tangled willows. 

Suddenly, | could see a mob of around 80 
birds on alert ahead behind some thick, 
low-leaning willows. | snuck forward and 
lined up Greylag heads. With birds milling 
nearby, emptying my five rounds saw 18 
odd birds down. | ran towards the fast- 
departing group and hurriedly jammed more 
cartridges into the magazine. More fast 
shooting as | cornered a few more birds 
and managed some great ground-shooting 
action as a half dozen tried to dart behind 
me. Catching up with Simon, who had been 
watching the action, he reminded me that 
a mob of 30 odd birds had slipped to my 
left and departed between us - unscathed! 
Such is the nature of too many birds and not 
enough magazine capacity. 

| spent the next half hour downstream 
of a bend in the river. Birds would swing 
around the bend, following the water as 
other shooters spooked them. Every 30 
seconds, another 1-2 birds would round 
the bend and meet a stiff load of #3 shot. 
This was outstanding pass shooting; 
another 20-odd birds were down before the 
action subsided. 


At the end of the third day, 44 shooters 
had accounted for a massive 2,320 Greylag 
Geese - an incredible result given the 
challenging terrain and significant real 
estate we had to cover. 


Special thanks go to the key organisers, 
Murray, Corey and Mark for their leadership 
and tireless efforts to ensure this shoot is 
a huge success. DOC, Fish & Game and 
Tiaki Maniototo for their efforts to help 
with comms and liaising across the 26 
landowners, and the wider members of 
Upper Clutha Branch and Southern Lakes 
Branch for carrying much of the admin and 
website grunt. The hard work has been done, 
and this shoot can easily continue for the 
next 20 years with the proper support from 
passionate NZDA members keen to make a 
difference for conservation, while enjoying 
some fantastic, fast-paced shot gunning. 

Planning has already started for the 2025 
event. With an ever-growing interest in 
this event, and 50-odd shooters being a 
manageable number, expect some balloting 
to occur. Waitangi Day 2025 is on a Thursday. 
The expectation is to convene at 7pm on 
Friday and shoot on Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday morning. Watch this space for the 
next signal that the application process is 


going live. See you all in February 2025. š 


у 
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MAKING THE CALL 
AFTER A FALL 


WORDS: SIMON CARKEEK 


uring my time in service 
(New Zealand Defence 
Force) and subsequently 
as a private security 
contractor, there were 
many times when, due 
to injuries or simply because of medical 
events and conditions, | had to make a plan, 
an alternative plan, a contingency plan, 
and an emergency plan to either wait for 
quick reaction forces to arrive (if and when 
available) or decide to go. In some of these 
events, the added complexity of enemy 
actions in a contested environment added 
to the challenges that | faced. 

As hunters, the challenge of a contested 
environment shouldn't be an issue. 
However, let's not let that detract from 
the fact that most of us are not trained to 
navigate the challenges of our outdoor 
environment, nor do we have the medical 
knowledge or experience to make accurate 
decisions or understand casualty-survival 
expectations from the most common injury 
to claims lives in the outdoor recreational 
space - Falls from height. This is a situation 
that l've had to deal with on a number of 
occasions and | would like to pass on what 
I know. 

Due to the nature of many hunts, falls from 
height are an inherent risk; razor-back ridge 
lines, step escarpments, or simply putting 
a foot wrong can result in life-threatening 
injuries and, as per the Mountain Safety 
Council's data, death. 

When looking at the potentially survivable 
injury profiles caused by falls, we must 
understand more about the situation. 

Any fall from standing or greater must 
be assessed and managed for the best 
possible outcomes. 
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The most common injuries that | have 
experienced and suffered myself are 
generally fairly manageable in a field 
setting. Long-bone fractures (arms and 
legs) are typically not life-threatening, with 
the exception of the femur, which, even 
when resulting in a closed fracture (bone 
still inside the skin), results in up to a 17% 
mortality rate as a stand-alone injury. This is 
due to internal bleeding when the fractured 


bone causes damage to the blood vessels 
of the upper leg, and the creation of a 
compartment that these blood vessels could 
bleed as much as 2 litres or more into. 

Aside from the obvious deformation of 
the patient’s limb and the pain response, 
the casualty will display the same signs 
and symptoms of blood loss (Hypovolemic 
shock) as someone who is bleeding 
externally. These are a decreased level of 
consciousness, pale skin, nausea/vomiting, 
cyanosis or blueing of the lips, skin or nail 
beds and extreme thirst. 

The solution is to identify the problem - 
which is ultimately a blood loss issue - and 
address it. At this level, our only real option 
is to apply a tourniquet (we recommend 
the Tacmed Solution Special Operation 
Forces Tourniquet Gen. 5) above the 
injury site as you would for an external 
massive haemorrhage. 

For all other long bone fractures, it is 
best to stabilise the casualty and, if you 
are competent and able to do so, weigh up 
the risks of extraction, splinting, and self- 
evacuation. 

To simplify this further, for the upper 
limbs, if the casualty is still foot mobile and 
walking out is a safe option, then do so. 
This should be considered as the actual 
injury isn’t life-threatening. For the lower 
limbs, stabilisation and activating a Personal 
Locator Beacon (PLB) or sending for higher 
medical assistance/Search and Rescue is 
completely acceptable. 

But let’s take a deeper dive, particularly 
around the real danger of falls from height 
and head injury resulting in brain injury. 
There are four main general causes of brain 
injury: explosive force, blunt or penetrating 
trauma, rapid acceleration/deceleration and 
falls from height. With falls claiming more 
than 50% of the deaths in the wilderness, 
we must learn how this occurs so that quick 
and accurate decisions can be made, not 
only with the initial and ongoing care of the 
casualty, but also regarding when to make 
the call and activate the PLB. 

The brain is a large and very vascular 
organ. In an average adult, approximately 
750ml of blood flows through it every 
minute, which equates to about 15% of our 


total cardiac output. As with any other part 
of our anatomy, there are large vessels that 
branch and become smaller. Even these 
smaller vessels can become problematic if 
ruptured, due to the limited space inside the 
skull and the extreme sensitivity of the brain 
to changes in pressure within the skull. 

The process of bleeding on the brain 
can be as mild as a so-called concussion, 
more accurately referred to as a mild 
traumatic brain injury (mTBI), or can lead 
to a haemorrhagic stroke or, in the worst 
case, the haemorrhage can cause swelling 
within the skull to the point that death 
can occur. The time associated with this 
is subjective and depends on the size of 
the affected vessel/s. However, it will also 
be significantly affected if the casualty 
is taking blood-thinning medications or 
has taken aspirin, which both reduce the 
chances of the affected blood vessel 
forming a clot and increases the chances 
of a life-threatening hematoma developing. 
This is why when someone presents at an 
emergency department for a head injury 
from a fall from height, they are kept for a 
minimum of 24 hours for observation so 
they are on hand for the fastest possible 
response if needed, which can be chemical 
or surgical intervention. 

So, how do we know when an injury is 
serious enough to make that call to activate 
the PLB? For me, it's KISS (keep it simple 
stupid) - for any head injury that involves a 
fall and subsequently immediately presents 
with one or more of the following it is a no- 
brainer (pun intended) to activate that PLB: 
› loss of consciousness 
› seizure 
› seeing stars 
› altered mental state 
› Or after the initial examination, 

progressively presents with: 

› dizziness 

› slurred speech 

› loss of motor function, paralysis or 
unilateral (one side) paralysis 

› headache that increases over time 

› vomiting 

› Sleepiness, ог 

› presentation of pupils that are unequal 
in shape 
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SO, WHAT CAN WE DO? 

In plain English, urgent evacuation to the 
nearest properly equipped medical facility 
that is capable of emergency procedures 
always gives the casualty the best chance 
of survival. However, on the ground, we can 
still have a positive impact on the outcome. 
As always, we must address massive 
bleeding. Without tank volume, you will 

not have a TBI to manage down the line. 
Care must be given here with managing fall 
injuries appropriately, depending on what 
kind of dressing we are using to control the 
bleeding. For example, if there is a skull 
fracture associated with the fall and we 
apply pressure, this will most likely increase 
the pressure inside the skull, exacerbating 
the situation. 

Training to dress head injuries with the 
equipment you carry should be an absolute 
before embarking on your hunt. Also, 
selecting the right style of bandage that is 
suitable for this task is important. This is why 
we favour the OLAES modular bandage, as 
it can be modified to provide a flat external 
dressing that minimises the risk of direct 
pressure into the skull itself. 

Now that the bleeding is managed, it’s time 
to prioritise the airway. Positioning is the 
key, and the stable side position, also known 
as the recovery position, is a great option 
as it keeps the casualty at ground level 
and protects the airway. In my experience, 
however, this can be easier said than done 
as head-injured patients can be aggressive 
and noncompliant - expect this and manage 
them with rationality and patience, as you 
would an intoxicated person. On the topic of 
alcohol, sometimes this can be incorrectly 
used as a pain reliever; please dont do this 
as it will only increase the development of 
any hematoma and decrease the chances of 
a good outcome. The same can be said for 
the use of aspirin. 

At this point, our next step is to protect 
the casualty from hypothermia. This can be 
done concurrently with sleeping mats under 
them and hypothermia wraps or sleeping 
bags used to passively maintain and rewarm 
a patient after removing them from their wet 
clothing. Then the wait begins - time is never 
on your side. As mentioned earlier, the faster 
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you make the decision to activate the PLB 
based on your knowledge of the situation, 
the clinical indicators and observations 
listed, the better the outcome will be. 

To manage expectations, as time goes 
by, you may see a decrease in the level 
of consciousness, seizures/posturing 
(stiffening up), increased irritability/ 
aggression and, unfortunately, death. If 
posturing occurs in the first 10-15 minutes, 
the probable outcome is death and there 
is absolutely nothing that could have been 
done to avoid this outcome. Again, | stress 
that this is subjective, and we do not write 
people off. We continue working for both 
their sake and ours in the aftermath, whether 
the result is positive or negative. 

Hopefully, this article raises awareness of 
the seriousness of head injuries and elevates 
your confidence in responding appropriately 
if you encounter one. As always, prevention 
is significantly better than cure. Plan your 
mission, know your limits and don’t take 
risks; the price is too high. Good training in 
the management of cranial bleeding is very 
important. Our terrain is unforgiving, and our 
injury numbers obtained via the Mountain 
Safety Council (MSC) show that. Have fun in 
nature’s playground/supermarket, but let’s 
ensure that it stays fun and that we don’t 
contribute to those statistics. 

Ad Salutem - To Save Lives. 3 
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VENISON TONGUE & 
CHIMICHURRI SAUCE 


Fine dining at Palate Restaurant with Mat Mclean 


s the owner and chef 

at Palate Restaurant, 

Mat Mclean will need 

no introduction to our 

Waikato readers. The 

iconic restaurant, which 
has been an integral part of the hospitality 
industry in Hamilton, has recently relocated 
to a new site - the 3rd in the past 20 years 
- within the Sky City premises. This move 
provided an opportunity to fit out the kitchen 
to accommodate Mat's passion for cooking 
with fire, and the open kitchen allows a view 
of diners who can, in turn, watch what’s 
happening in the kitchen, which features 
an impressive Asado charcoal and wood 
fire BBQ. 

The use of various NZ timbers on the grill, 
together with local ingredients, helps create 
intriguing flavours, and Mat, a keen hunter 
and an even keener fisherman, likes to 
experiment. Venison features regularly on 
the Palate menu, and the Venison Tongue 
Skewers with Chimichurri Sauce have proved 
popular with diners. Mat had no hesitation 
in sharing the restaurant recipe for this 
edition, and you are encouraged to try it 
as it makes use of the tongues that many 
of us had not previously considered using. 
We look forward to seeing his creations in 
future issues. 


VENISON TONGUE WITH 
CHIMICHURRI SAUCE INGREDIENTS 
› 1 carrot, peeled and roughly chopped 
› 1 onion, peeled and roughly chopped 
› 3 garlic cloves, peeled and 

roughly chopped 
> 1 bay leaf 
> 100ml red wine vinegar 
› 6 peppercorns 
› 2L water 
› Salt to taste 


DIRECTIONS 

Bring all of the ingredients to a simmer. Wash 
the tongues well, add them to the liquid, and 
simmer for 2-3 hours until the skin peels 

off easily. Remove the tongues from the 
liquid, peel, and chill. Slice the tongues and 
brush with a little oil. BBQ over high heat 
until browned. Serve with Chimichurri Sauce 
drizzled all over. 


CHIMICHURRI SAUCE INGREDIENTS 
> 1 cup flat-leaf parsley, finely chopped 

› 3 garlic cloves, finely chopped 

› 1/3 cup extra virgin olive oil 

> 2 Tbsp red wine vinegar 

> 1⁄2 tsp sea salt 

› Freshly ground black pepper to taste 

› Y tsp red pepper flakes 


CHIMICHURRI SAUCE DIRECTIONS 

Mix all ingredients together and adjust the 
seasoning to taste. You can keep this sauce 
refrigerated for a week or so. š 
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ADVOCACY 


Council of Licensed Firearm Owners - COLFO 


THE STRATEGIC LANDSCAPE 
AND INITIAL MANOEUVRES 


WORDS: HUGH DEVEREUX-MACK 


he political climate 
surrounding firearms 
legislation is becoming 
increasingly charged. In 
recent years, both pro- and anti- 
firearm groups have positioned 
themselves strategically in 
anticipation of the forthcoming 
review of firearm laws and the 
formulation of a new Arms Act. 


ANEW PLAYER EMERGES 

This month witnessed the emergence 
of a new entity, ‘Keeping our 
Communities Safe’ (KOCS), which 
made an unchallenged appearance 
on TVNZ’s Breakfast programme. In 
what was essentially a 15-minute 
monologue, KOCS instilled fear about 
the potential return of 'Military Style 
Semi-Automatics' if the campaign 
promises of the ACT party come 

to fruition. 
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In Auckland, on 20 July this year 
KOCS vocally opposed the Coalition 
Government's proposed changes 
to gun laws, asserting that any 
relaxation in the sale and purchase 
of firearms would compromise 
public safety. Among the speakers 
were Mr Wood, the Federation of 
the Islamic Associations of New 
Zealand (FIANZ) representative 
and President Ibrar Sheikh, Abdul 
Razzaq, former Police Minister 
and current Labour Party Police 
Spokesperson Ginny Anderson, 
New Zealand Police Association 
President Chris Cahill, Gun Control 
NZ Co-Founder Philippa Yasbek, 
Islamic Women's Council Founding 
Member Anjum Rahman, Auckland 
City Councillor Josephine Bartley, 
Al Noor Mosque Imam Gamal 
Fouda and representatives from 
various faiths. 


However, Wood’s impassioned 
speech on TVNZ's Breakfast 
programme lacked substantive 
arguments to support the group’s 
position. Instead, it leveraged the 
horrors of the 2019 Christchurch 
terror attack to foster fear that law 
changes could precipitate another 
tragedy. In response, the Council 
of Licenced Firearms Owners 
(COLFO) issued a video breakdown, 
countering the misinformation 
disseminated that went 
unchallenged by the Breakfast host. 
Notably, Breakfast did not provide 
COLFO the opportunity to counter 
KOCS's assertions. 

This scenario underscores the 
challenging media environment 
in which we operate, one that 
often favours sensationalism over 
informed debate. Given this reality, 
COLFO is devising new strategies 
to extend our message beyond our 
existing network and to educate the 
general public. 


GUN CONTROL NEW ZEALAND 
RAISES CONCERNS OVER 
SECTION 6 

Gun Control New Zealand (GCNZ) 
and FIANZ have publicly criticised 
the changes to Section 6 and the 
consultation process, claiming 

that they undermine democratic 
principles. They argued that 

by consulting a select group of 
organisations, the public was denied 
the opportunity to contribute. The 
Police Union (NZ Police Association), 
also voiced discontent over being 
excluded from the consultation 
despite being reminded that they 
are а union, not the police, who were 
included in the process. 


NZDA CEO Gwyn Thurlow 
and Immediate Past 
President Craig Benbow 
presenting a cheque to 
COLFO Chairman Brad 
Gallop at the recent 
National Conference 


New Zealand Deerstalkers Association 


PAY TO THE eso eS 


ORDER OF 
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NEW ZEALAND DEERSTALKERS ASSOCIATION 
FROM 


What was not mentioned is that 
this select consultation aimed to 
establish foundational questions to 
ensure future legislation balances 
public safety with manageable 
administrative burdens, privacy 
concerns and costs. The GCNZ 
leadership, likely unfamiliar with 
firearms clubs and ranges and 
unable to accurately identify 
cartridge components, is arguably 
not fit to be classified as an expert. 
Nevertheless, they, along with 
all New Zealanders, will have the 
chance to participate in the public 
consultation process. 

Ironically, the current government 
faces criticism for allegedly 
bypassing democratic processes 
despite doing more to ensure 
robust firearm laws than previous 
administrations. It is worth noting 
that neither GCNZ, FIANZ nor the 
Police Union protested when public 
submissions were hastily gathered 


and subsequently ignored in the past. 


It appears that some stakeholders 
only value due process when it 
serves their interests. Unlike them, 
COLFO advocates for an evidence- 
based and transparent process to 
establish exemplary firearm laws. 


Licenced firearm owners who voted 
for ACT with the expectation of 
removing the register and enacting a 
new Arms Act may be frustrated by 
the slow progress. Although COLFO 
shares this frustration, it is directed 
not at Minister McKee but at those in 
the government resistant to change 
and the rigorous process required to 
ensure lasting legislation. 

As seen with previous Labour 
government changes, a hasty or 
undemocratic process would leave 
new laws vulnerable to reversal. 

At this juncture, licenced firearm 
owners have an opportunity to rectify 
past mistakes and secure the future 
of their sport. Patience and trust in 
Minister McKee’s ability to fulfil her 
party's promises within one term are 
crucial. If these objectives are not 
met, we can voice our concerns in 
the next election cycle. 


Many individuals ask what they 

can do to support the upcoming 
changes. The most critical action is 
to participate in public consultations. 
While making submissions may seem 
tedious, it is imperative now more 
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than ever, as we have a Minister who 
is a licenced firearm owner within 
our community. Your submissions 
will empower Minister McKee to 
advocate effectively on key issues 
like the Register. 

Opponents of firearm ownership 
will undoubtedly mobilise their 
supporters to submit opposing views, 
making it essential for our community 
to unite and defend the rights of all 
licenced firearm owners. We must 
avoid undermining any group within 
our community, as others will attempt 
to do to us. 


COLFO was glad to be invited to the 
NZDA National Conference where 
Chair Brad Gallop was presented 
with a cheque on behalf of NZDA 
Members. In his acceptance 

speech, Brad spoke about the 

work that COLFO is undertaking 

on behalf of recreational hunters 

and the importance of all shooting 
organisations uniting until the new 
Arms Act is enacted and beyond. The 
support of the NZDA is a critical part 
of the fight for every New Zealanders' 
right to own and use firearms legally. 
From our team to yours, thank you. 
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MINISTER NICOLE MCKEE 

The media has been relentlessly 
seeking to undermine Minister 
Nicole McKee as she looks to rewrite 
the Arms Act and create laws that 
effectively reduce gun crime while 
not negatively impacting law-abiding 
New Zealanders. Chris Cahill of the 
New Zealand Police Association 
(police union) made the outrageous 
claim that her work as a lobbyist for 
COLFO prior to entering Parliament 
was a cause of the Christchurch 
terror attack. This was despite 
knowing full well that Minister Mckee 
advocated against the Labour 
Government's budget cuts that 
affected police vetting processes, 


and that the police ultimately failed 
GUNNUT FILMS to do their duty in following the laws 
PRESENTS of the day leading up to the terror 
Z : 


attack. TVNZ's One News has even 
2 77208 started advertising on facebook 
а ў again, after a 3-year break, to bring 

more eyes against Minister McKee. 
It seems like nothing threatens the 
media more than a politician who 
does the things they campaigned on. 

Now more than ever, the licenced 
firearms community needs to unite, 
make submissions and ensure we get 
back to having the best firearms laws 
in the world. 3 


STAY INFORMED AND 
JOIN THE CAUSE 
Staying informed is vital to 
crafting effective submissions. 
Г 4 Follow COLFO on facebook, 
7 sign up for our FREE mailing list, 
; PARANOI DIL | and consider supporting us with 
1 eve a modest annual contribution. 
Every dollar helps spread our 
message to a broader audience, 
countering the larger negative 
media narratives. Thank you for 
reading. Should you have any 
questions or concerns, please 
reach out via facebook or 
Email: info@colfo.org.nz. 
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ZOLEO GLOBAL SATELLITE COMMUNICATOR. 


Mountain Safety Council 


STAY ON TOP OF YOUR GAME 
FOR SPRING HUNTS 


Photo Credit: Adam Smith 


WORDS: NZMSC 


pring is in the air, with 
longer days and warmer 
temperatures. But dont 
be fooled. Not only is 
the weather unreliable, spring 
hits differently in the mountains. 
Planning is key to staying safe 
on any springtime trip, whether 
doing a meat hunt to stock up the 
freezer for summer BBQs or trying 
your luck in the National Wild Goat 
Hunting competition. 


PLAN YOUR ROUTE 

Chat with your mates and plana 
route together before you go. That 
way, youre all on the same page 
and can share the plan with an 
emergency contact. With the ‘Plan 
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My Walk’ (PMW) (planmywalk.nz) 
custom-track builder, it’s easy to 
create a route anywhere in New 
Zealand, whether that’s combining 
existing tracks with off-track routes 
or going fully off-track. You'll also 
see alerts, weather forecasts and 
warnings for the area on PMW. When 
you're happy with the route, share 
it with everyone who needs to be in 
the know. 
› Plan a route before you go. 
» Share your plan with an emergency 
contact and tell them when you'll 
be back. 


PACK FOR THE WEATHER 

Even on a sunny spring day, pack the 
full kit, especially in the hills where 
you could still encounter wintery 
conditions. Be prepared for cold 
temperatures, rain and wind, and 


snow if you're venturing into alpine 

terrain. PMW's custom gear lists 

make packing easy for a hunt. Create 
and save gear lists for different types 
of hunts, so whether you're planning 
for a day out or a big game multi- 
day trip, you'll have a list ready to go. 

Tick off the items as you pack them, 

and then share your list with your 

emergency contact as part of your 
trip plan. 

» Take warm layers and a quality 
rain jacket. A hat and gloves are 
also essential. 

Layer up so you can strip off when 
you're hot (meaning you won't get 
too sweaty, which will ultimately 
make you cold) and pile clothes 
back on when you cool down. 


RAIN, SNOW AND RIVERS 

Spring often brings more rain and 

snow melt, so think about river 

crossings. What may have been a 

tame stream on your way into the hills 

could turn into a raging beast on your 
way out, and you could find yourself 
stranded and frustrated. Check the 
weather forecast on PMW before 

you head out, as well as on the day, 

and change your plans if the weather 

is looking bad. When checking the 
forecast, look for rain in the river 
catchment area, not just where you'll 
be hunting. Throw a dehydrated meal 
into your pack along with a torch, an 
emergency shelter and a first aid kit, 
so if the river is up, you can wait it out 
until it drops. 

» Change your plans if the weather 
forecast is bad and if the conditions 
change when you're out on 
your hunt. 

» Have a Plan B in case you can't 
cross the river to get home. 


In alpine areas, snow and ice 
can still be present at low levels, 
and storms can bring new snow, 
filling up gullies and increasing 
avalanche danger. If you're 
heading into the alpine, check the 
NZ Avalanche Advisory (avalanche. 
net.nz) during your planning and 
again before you leave home. If 
there is snow about, take essential 
avalanche rescue equipment with 
you, including a transceiver, shovel 
and probe. 
On the hunt, be aware of the 
frozen ground on shaded faces, 
as this can be slippery. For the 
goat competition, you're asked to 
provide a goat tail as proof of a 
kill. In steep country, that may be 
difficult or dangerous to retrieve, 
so don't push it. A goat tail is not 
worth risking your life for. Also, 
remember that animals don't know 2ND & 3RD OF NOVEMBER - MYSTERY CREEK EVENTS CENTRE HAMILTON 
about avalanche danger, so don't 
follow game thinking if they're 
okay, you are too. 
» Get the avalanche forecast. 
» Be aware of avalanche terrain 
when choosing your route 
and campsites. 
» Avoid travelling in snowy-alpine 
areas unless you're equipped 
and experienced to do so. 


Keep the NZ Land Safety Code top of mind when planning your trip: 

1. Choose the right trip for you - learn about the route and make sure you 
have the skills for it. 

2. Understand the weather - it can change fast. Check the forecast and 
change your plans if needed. 

3. Pack warm clothes and extra food - prepare for bad weather and an 
unexpected night out. 

4. Share your plans and have ways to get help - telling a trusted person 
your trip details and taking a distress beacon can save your life. 

5. Take care of yourself and each other - eat, drink and rest, stick with 
your group, and make decisions together. 


Do the essential firearms checks 
before you leave home. Think 
about the last time you re-zeroed. 
If you haven't been out recently 
and confirmed your zero, spend 
time on your rifle ahead of 

your hunt. 

When on the hunt, always check 
your firing zones, know where 
everybody is at all times, and 
identify your target. If you have 
more than one shooter at a time, 
be sure everyone else is unloaded. 
» Re-zero your rifles. 

» Always check your firing zones 
and identify your target. 
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TAHR REP UPDATE 


WORDS: 


ahr Ballots become available 
in October but keep a look 
out on the DOC website for 
information on applications 
ahead of the opening for 
applications. 

| recently had an opportunity to speak to 
DOC regarding the success of the recent 
2024 ballot and, in particular, how the 
new sites (Rubicon, Elizabeth Stream and 
North Barlow) performed compared to the 
usual sites. In the rolled-up results, they 
performed in line with the others, so we will 
likely go for another round. 

Another point raised was the surprisingly 
high number of successful applicants who 
didn’t use or return their unused blocks. 
There are certainly times when the weather 
plays a part in this, but overall, the weather 
throughout the ballot period was fairly 
settled this year, so certainly a few cases 
were unlikely to be weather related. If a 
hunting party is able to release/return a 
block back to DOC early enough, then others 
may get a chance to use it. 
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On a positive note, it was pleasing to hear 
that there were many well-detailed reports 
of birdlife in the ballot returns. This has 
been well acknowledged to the point that 
families of Weka, Rock Wren and other 
breeds at landing sites were being followed 
over the years by DOC staff using this 
hunter feedback. 


(L-R) New Zealand 
Tahr Foundation 
Chairman Luke Care 
and NZDA Tahr Rep 
Bruce Hansen at the 
recent Hunting & 
Wildlife Expo. 


The bull pictured here is a great example of 
the importance of good vegetation and why 
it is essential to manage wild animal densities 
for a healthy alpine environment. In short, 
good feed produces good animals, resulting 
in better bulls that grow more horn length per 
year than bulls with poor feed, fatter females 
for the table, and, of course, well-nourished 
kids who will get the best start in life and 
grow those all-important lamb tips. 

Although injury-related, this bull, shot by 
Kate Bryant, is a superb example of what 
happens when the animal's wellbeing is 
compromised. The bull was able to feed well 
during his first five years, but at that point, 
he broke his leg, and you can see his ability 
to forage for feed reduced, causing the horn 


growth to diminish dramatically. This is a 
great parallel for how a bull’s horn growth 
would change if you transplanted him to an 
over-browsed environment. 

Managing the tahr herd for good vegetation 
outcomes makes sense for everyone 
involved. Not only is it in our interests from 
a hunting perspective, but it’s also in our 
interests as responsible caretakers of public 


land. A healthy environment = a healthy herd. 


AIR VS GROUND HUNTER CONFLICT 
Recently, l've heard some concerns raised 
about questionable practices of heli-hunting 
operators who occasionally cross paths 
with recreational hunters. When | queried 
DOC about the process for reporting these 
and other conflicts, | was informed that the 
complainants often don't provide suitable 
conclusive evidence to identify the operator 
involved. Here are a few pointers to lodge 

a more meaningful complaint if you identify 
perceived illegal activity: 


» First of all, for your safety, try to make 
yourself seen by waving a florescent 
clothing item. 

> Photos or video footage are great for 
capturing evidence of the incident and 
helps explain the circumstances in 
detail later. 

» Note down the coordinates of 
your location. 

› Record the time and date. 

» Try to identify the aircraft registration 
number. If it's not possible, then note 
down their location details, which may 
help identify them later through flight 
path records. 

› Write a brief statement about the incident 
while it’s fresh in your mind. 


With that in mind, please note that most 
operators set out to work in a compliant 
manner. They generally try to avoid getting 
into the range of other hunters on the 
ground when completing aerial-assisted 
trophy hunting or control work, but it can 
be difficult to spot camouflaged people in 
the vast landscape. Pilots have few ways of 
knowing you are there prior to flying. What is 
important is that once you are noticed they 
then stay well clear of your location. 


If you need to lodge a complaint, | 
recommend an email or visit to your local 
DOC office, along with notifying NZDA, New 
Zealand Tahr Foundation (NZTF), or another 
reputable organisation that may be able to 
help follow up on the complaint. Try to avoid 
social media - at least until a claim is verified 
- as this can create unnecessary conflict 
and backlash. 3 
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RAKIURA 
HUNTER CAMPS 
CHARITABLE TRUST 


25 YEARS ON 


Stewart Island Hunter Huts. 


WORDS: JOHN DELURY 


n 18 September 1999, 

the Department of 

Conservation invited 

interested parties to a 

meeting at Halfmoon Bay to 

discuss issues surrounding 
campsites used by hunters on Rakiura/ 
Stewart Island. John DeLury represented 
the Southland NZDA Branch, along with 
representatives from other southern NZDA 
Branches, charter boat operators, Stewart 
Island Lions, and local hunters. 

It soon became apparent that DOC 
favoured establishing a series of three-sided 
shelters on the campsites. That concept was 
partly due to the lack of funds and was soon 
dismissed by hunters. If hunters were to be 
involved, they saw that nothing less than a 
vermin-proof hut was required. Three sided 
shelters already existed on some blocks, 
and possums and rats were always present. 
The number of hunters visiting Rakiura/ 
Stewart Island was increasing annually. 

Site degradation, with trees cut down for 
improvised shelter, plastic shelters, and 
rubbish at campsites, was an issue, as was a 
lack of sanitation. 

All NZDA branches were contacted, and it 
soon became apparent there was sufficient 
support among hunters to proceed. 

Many hours of discussion and negotiation 
went into designing a basic hut on the more 
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popular blocks. It was agreed that a hut 
would be built to an internal measurement 
of 3.6m x 6m with an additional 2m veranda. 
The design was simple, with a pitched roof, 
and it was all based on a sheet of 2.4m x 
1.2m plywood. This design was to enable 
easy construction by volunteers. Each would 
be fitted with a stainless steel cooking 
bench and a small pot-belly stove. Capital 
value could not exceed $5,000, otherwise, 
DOC would be required to pay an annual 
levy of 16% . So, we took a few shortcuts 

by making our own doors from a sheet of 
plywood, huts were unlined, mattresses 
would not be supplied, and we scavenged 


Л 


The first two huts are 
about to leave Bluff 
for the island - eight 
tons total. 


barrels and drums for water. Toilets were 
made from donated corrugated roofing iron. 
All huts would be built to code and pass 
council inspection. Stewart Island charter 
boat operators, agreed to provide transport, 
while DOC provided $20,000 of seeding 
finance spread over two years. 

Individual hunters and 11 NZDA branches 
contributed over $26,000. (Southland 
$10,330, North Taranaki $3,200, Taranaki 
$2,750, Gore $1,620, Western Southland, 
Malvern, Waikato and Wellington $1,000 
each, North Canterbury $500, West Coast 
$250 and Hawkes Bay $51). 

In the main, builders came from the 
Southland Branch, with Gore & Districts, 
Western Southland, and Taranaki Branches 
building one hut. The Central Otago Hunting 
Club (now Upper Clutha Branch) built and 
funded one hut. 

A grant of $30,000 was received from the 
Community Trust of Southland, and $11,000 
was received from Lotteries Community 
Grants. Rakiura Hunter Camps Charitable 
Trust was established to receive and raise 
funds. Initially, trustees were widespread, 
but it soon became apparent that it would 
work best if all trustees were based in 
Invercargill. Stewart Island Lions offered 
to build the first two huts at Islet Cove and 
Pegasus Passage as a club project. Eight 


huts were built in the first year, all of which 
were transported to blocks by Stewart Island 
Ferry Service without charge, thanks to the 
owner, lan Munro. 

Fortunately for the Trust, Ray Phillips 
owned a rural property on the outskirts 
of Invercargill. All frames, floor joists and 
rafters were precut at Ray’s house, and 
four tonnes of materials, including 100 x 
20kg bags of concrete gravel, were shipped 
for each hut. Subsequently, the team 
streamlined the operation, which involved 
completing all pre-cutting, labelling and 
packing in one day. 


Southland Branch 
members building 
the hut at Hapuatuna 
in 2000. Trustees 
John Delury and Ray 
Phillips are seated at 
the front, with Dave 
Howden in cap at 
the rear. 


The chain gang at 
work unloading a hut 
for construction at 
Little Glory Cove. 


NZDA HUNTING & WILDLIFE | 71 


Hapuatuna hut is still 
looking good after 
25 years. 


The bivvy at Little 
Hellfire was typical 
of the improvised 
shelters at the 
campsites where the 
Trust has replaced 
them with huts. 


The floor ply received four coats of 
polythane, and the interior wall and ceiling 
ply got two coats of polyurethane. This is 
just one example of the preparation work 
that must be completed before the build. 
Preparation was the key - once you get to 
the hut site there is no ducking down to the 
shop for something you have forgotten or 
overlooked. We estimated that each sheet 
of plywood was handled at least 14 times 
from when it left the supplier's yard until the 
hut was finished. There are 70 sheets of ply, 
seven of which were 2.7m, and handling them 
all did become a little tedious. 

Without Ray's enthusiasm and practical 
skills, the project would not be where it 
is today. Likewise, Ray's wife Karene kept 
stoppages to a minimum with a supply of 
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smokos, lunches, and drinks every day. The 
team precut and packed frames and materials 
before transporting them to Bluff. Karene 

also helped Ray move ply and do other 
preparation jobs that needed an extra pair 

of hands. 

Huts were transported to Bluff a few days 
prior to sailing. Initially, everything was carted 
there on trailers, but we hired a covered truck 
once the financial restriction on materials was 
abandoned. By this time, we were installing 
a fibreglass Norski toilet, an aluminium door, 
windows with insect screens, mattresses 
and a 1000-litre water tank, and huts were 
now lined. In three years, changes to building 
code and timber increases had pushed the 
material costs to over $15k. Around this 
time, the Trust began upgrading the earlier 
huts to the current standard. While the Trust 
had scrimped and saved to meet the DOC 
restriction of $5k per hut, it was at this time 
we found that DOC budgeted a hut build cost 
at $6k per bunk plus labour. 

Once at Bluff, Brian from Foveaux Freighter 
took over, and nothing was a problem for 
him. Right through to the last hut build, the 
guys on the Freighter did a wonderful job of 
ensuring loads got to shore safely. 

The first eight huts we built were labour- 
intensive, and all materials were unloaded 
by hand. We took ten men, and unloading 
was done in chain gang fashion. This 
practice became impractical as the sites 
became further away from the shore. Using 
a helicopter to ferry material from the freight 
boat to the site became standard, and we cut 
the building crew down to six. 

Once ashore, the building site was pegged 
out, and the pile holes were dug. The only 
mixer available was a manual one in a 
wheelbarrow, and all concreting was done 
using a dry mix. The target was always to get 
the piles set on the first day, and on more 
than one occasion, this meant working way 
past sunset. 

By the end of day two, the aim was to have 
the floor down, frames up, the roof and the 
exterior cladding on. The concrete hearth had 
to be poured for a full day to cure before the 
fire could be installed. 

On day three, the interior ply, bunks, bench, 
and veranda were fitted and anyone with 


Typical hut 
interior: six bunks, 
cooking bench and 
small stove. 


spare time was tasked with digging the pile 
holes for the water tank and the two-metre- 
deep toilet hole. Day four was spent installing 
the fire, bunk and toilet, and the fifth day was 
for finishing up, site cleanup and packing. 
One of the objectives of the Trust was to 
have the same facilities at each site, as we 
knew that some hunters frequent different 
blocks each year. Having the same facilities 
contributed to a reduction in surplus 
gear being taken to campsites. The huts' 
configuration may differ, but the basics 
are the same. For this reason, we entered 
discussions with Rakiura Maori Trust; we 
also desired to have the same facilities on 
Maori land blocks. Six huts have been built 
on Maori land; the owners paid for materials 
and transport while the time of the Trust and 
builders was voluntary. 
Today, the Rakiura Hunter Camps Charitable 
Trust (RHCT) owns and manages 18 huts 
on Public Conservation Land (PCL) under a 
concession from DOC. We have four Trustees, 
all members of the Southland Branch. John 
and Ray have been there since day one, while 


replacement Trustees Kerry Butson and Dave 
Howden are both builders. 

The Trust cannot operate without funds - 
hunters pay a levy to stay in huts. To make 
it simple and avoid non-compliance, the 
levy is now $30 per person regardless of 
how many nights they spend at the hut. So, 
ten nights works out to $3 per night, which 
hardly covers the cost of the rat poison the 
Trust provides. 

The high transport cost means that the 
Trust can only check huts once a year. 
Essentially, these huts belong to hunters, 
and the Trust relies on hunters to do basic 
cleaning tasks and undertake maintenance 
repairs where the Trust asks. This works best 
if parties contact the RHCT before their hunt. 
We especially ask that parties not leave their 
old chairs and other gear behind as each 
party brings their own. Never leave food 
behind; if a rat gets into the hut, it will create 
havoc with leftovers. 

Twenty-five years later, record numbers 
of parties have been hunting Whitetail deer 
on the Island. In recent years, more family 
groups are visiting, and it is not uncommon 
to see two or more families at a Hunter Hut 
- especially over the summer months. Wives 
and girlfriends are more inclined to stay in 
a hut than some of the past camps. Site 
degradation is now almost non-existent, and 
rubbish - usually old shelter materials - has 
been greatly reduced. And, of course, hunters 
get an extra day hunting without having to 
put up and dismantle tents and build cooking 
shelters, plus, they can hunt when it is wet as 
there is somewhere to dry their gear. 

The Trust appreciates the maintenance work 
some parties carry out at huts. We need hut 
users to be more proactive with keeping huts 
in good order. A few hunters are beginning to 
treat these Hunter Huts as if they have always 
been there. If they knew the hard work that 
went into establishing this resource, they 
might be keen to contribute a little more to 
the upkeep of huts. 

Stewart Island Hunter Huts were built by 
hunters for hunters, although a few still 
incorrectly think they are maintained by 
DOC. For more information on the Trust and 
individual huts, check out the Rakiura Hunter 
Camp Trust website: https://www.rhct.org.nz/ š 
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MeoPro 
Optika HD 
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MeoPro Optika HD provides excellent performance under 
field conditions. Its lightweight magnesium body is protected 
by rubber armoring for shockproof resistance during intensive 
use. The HD optical system, in combination with fluoride glass 
components, ensures accurate color definition. 
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MeoPro 
Optika L 


MeoPro Optika LR is a series 
of high-quality binoculars with 


laser rangefinders. The integrated 

rangefinder is an excellent tool for 

precise measurement of the distance to your target. The 
MeoPro Optika LR laser rangefinders are resistant to humidity, 
dust, changing temperatures and impact. 


EXCLUSIVE FOR NZDA MEMBERS 


the KILWELL website has been Я for you. 
To take advantage of this offer, SE ee 
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WAIKATO BRANCH 
75TH ANNIVERSARY 


The Waikato NZDA Branch was created from an existing hunting 
club called the ‘Hamilton Square Circle Club’. 


75th ANNIVERSARY 
WAIKATO BRANCH 


WORDS: TREVOR CHAPPELL 


ollowing a meeting with NZDA 
Cofounder Dr Geoffrey Orbell 
in August 1948, it affiliated with 
NZDA in September 1948 and 
became incorporated in 1949. 
Over the following years, the 
membership increased to more than 350 
members, and in 1952, the Rotorua,Bay of 
Plenty, Auckland and Te Awamutu branches 
were formed from these Waikato members. 
Then, in 1958, the Taupo, Taumarunui and 
Thames Valley branches were formed once 
again from Waikato members who did not 
wish to travel long distances for meetings 
and activities. Again, in 1961, the Putaruru 
and Mangakino branches were formed, but 
these branches folded some years ago. 
In 1988, the branch celebrated its 40th 
anniversary, and the guest speaker was 
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Dr Orbell. The year 1992 was of particular 
importance as it saw the opening of our 
current club rooms with National President 
Dave Hodder officiating. The following year 
was a Sad one, with the death of founding 
member and National Life Member, Norman 
Douglas. The Waikato Branch assisted the 
Douglas family in auctioneering a huge range 
of game heads accumulated by Norman over 
many years whilst developing the Douglas 
Score System. When 1998 arrived, the 
Branch celebrated its 50th Anniversary with 
the publication of ‘The Waikato Deerstalkers 
— First 50 years of hunting 1948-1998’. The 
editor and compiler of this great record was 
branch life member, Will Rickerby. 

The next 25 years saw the Waikato Branch 
involved in activities undertaken by most 
NZDA branches: training tutors for HUNTS 
courses, promoting the Douglas Score 
and training new measurers, participating 
in branch hunts and competitions, range 
shooting, opposing DOC extermination 
policies for game (eg. tahr), and submissions 
against new firearms laws, etc. A noticeable 
shift in the effectiveness of NZDA came 
about with the appointment of a CEO; a full- 
time advocate to battle for hunters' rights. 

To celebrate reaching the 75th-Anniversary 
milestone in the club's history, a celebratory 
dinner was organised and attended by more 
than 90 members and guests. The evening 
was directed by MC Simon Hickton, current 
Branch President who ensured the dinner and 
activities ran freely and on time. A Scottish 
piper ensured the Royal Stag was introduced 
to all. The following banquet was amazing, 
the highlight of which was the venison 
casserole using 25kg of yearling venison, 
provided by Past President Dave Hudson. 


Simon Hickton 
giving his 
Presidents address 
Murray Douglas 


presenting Douglas 
Score certificates 


Spot prizes were drawn from such generous 
sponsors as Hunting & Fishing, Kilwell, Gun 
City, Cool Cars and Sika Lodge, Taupo. 

As Norman Douglas first introduced his 
scoring method for Waikato Branch use 
in 1949 (which was officially adopted for 
National Competitions in 1958), it was 
appropriate to hear about Norman's life and 
what his varied interests were from our guest 
speaker, Norman’s son, Murray Douglas, who 
presented recent Douglas Score seminar 


participants with their certificates. The 
highlight of the evening was the cutting of 
the magnificent anniversary cake by Life 
Members - Vern Wilson, Mick Holden, Do Bull 
and John Voorend. 

Branch Vice President, Terry Playle 
presented the branch trophies to the winners 
of the annual Antler, Horn and Tusk (AHT) 
and photographic competitions. The history 
of any club or organisation can be found 
on the trophies competed for annually by 
its members. Waikato Branch NZDA has an 
amazing collection of cups and shields dating 
back over 60 years. 

Of particular interest to all, however, was 
the address by NZDA CEO, Gwyn Thurlow. 
He outlined the coming goals/fights that 
members will face ahead. | also reminded 
attendees of the strength that the Waikato 
Branch brings to the Association through its 
outstanding leadership in HUNTS courses 
and outstanding instructors of the Douglas 
Scoring System. A surprise to many recipients 
was the presentation of 25-year membership 
badges to 13 stalwarts presented by National 
Vice President, Callum Sheridan. 

The evening concluded with an auction of 
surplus African trophies (horns on shield) 
to raise funds for mounting an excellent set 
of Sambar antlers that used to belong to 
Norman Douglas. A great evening was had 
by all. 
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INTRODUCING THE NEW LIGHTWEIGHT TECHNICAL MID-LAVER ` “c "E 


Discover more about what gives the new SWITCH RANGE its technical performance edge at www.stoneycreek.co.nz. Pullover available in Tuatara® Camo Forest, 
Tuatara® Camo Alpine and Tundra. Full Zip Hoodie available in Black or Tundra. 


NZDA National Heritage Trust 


MUSEUM UPDATE 


WORDS: GWYN THURLOW 


e’re delighted to 
announce the 
successful installation 
of the rifle room in our 
museum - a pivotal addition allowing 
us to showcase rare and unique 
firearms. Check out the latest photo 
spread to see this wonderful new 
feature being installed! Thanks to the 
team of Wellington Branch volunteers 
for their heavy lifting. 
We also held open days at the 
same time as the Conference, and it 
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was great to share the progress and 
showcase where the Trust wisely 
spent the Heritage Levy. 

We extend heartfelt thanks to 
our major donors to date, including 
Mark Dunajtschik, Aloy Frampton 
and his family, the Woodhill Fallow 
Management Council, Callum 
Sheridan, and the New Zealand 
Deerstalkers Association (Wellington 
Branch). Your significant contributions 
are instrumental in bringing our 
vision to life. Additional thanks to 
Alistair MacKay and all our many 
$50 coin donor supporters for your 
generous gifts. 


FUNDRAISING REQUEST 

To enhance visitor experience 

and safety, we are now seeking 
funding for safety glass that will 
allow visitors to get up close to 
the exhibits without compromising 
security. This improvement, 

which will cost $40,000, is vital 
for fully opening the rifle room to 
the public. 

As outlined in my CEO column in 
this magazine’s Winter-24 edition, 
the NZDA National Heritage 
Trust is also fundraising for IT 
infrastructure and display signage. 
See details below. 3 


N.Z.D.A NATIONAL HERITAGE TRUST INC IS A REGISTERED CHARITY (NO. CC52453) 
Donations can be made through various sponsorship options or directly at the NZDA Shop. 
Remember, all contributions over $5 are tax-deductible and greatly appreciated. 

Bank Details for Direct Donations: Account Number: 03-0502-0440671-000 

Your support helps preserve New Zealand's rich hunting and shooting heritage. 


NZDA HUNTING & WILDLIFE | 81 


REPORT 


HUNTS AT CONFERENCE 2024 


UNTS is an energetic 
programme made up 
of dynamic people who 
deliver education to 
aspiring hunters of all ages, from 
teens to retirees, from diverse 
cultures and from differing walks 
of life. For NZDA, the HUNTS 
Programme is something we are 
very proud of. 

As it was in 2023, the 2024 
national conference provided the 
opportunity for NZDA to profile 
HUNTS and to celebrate its 
successes over the past year. There 
was a substantial HUNTS section 
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in the conference handbook which 
reported on the growth of HUNTS, 
the qualification and appointment 
of new HUNTS Instructors and 
Assessors, and staggering statistics 
on how big the programme really 
is in terms of outputs. Have a read 
of the conference handbook which 
can be accessed on the NZDA 
website and enjoy the HUNTS 
report. The HUNTS team also 
delivered a formal presentation 

to conference delegates and 
guests, which profiled HUNTS and 
its achievements. 

The Hunting & Wildlife Expo was a 
great initiative. The HUNTS stand, 
run by capable HUNTS Instructors, 
provided information and giveaways 


> 


UNTS gréup phó... 


to the hundreds who passed by, 
and stopped and chatted. Thank 
you so much to those who planned 
and built the stand, and special 
thanks to those at the stand 

who represented the HUNTS 
programme so professionally. 

As many of you are now aware, 
Paddy Curtin's Jobs for Nature' 
contract has ended. Paddy has 
worked full-time for the HUNTS 
Programme as the National 
Assessor for the past year. His hard 
work, positivity and significant 
achievements have been hugely 
valued by the HUNTS Programme 
and NZDA. Paddy will continue to 
provide limited service to HUNTS 
on a contract basis, providing 


HUNTS conference presentation. 


support for the qualification of 
instructors. It has been my pleasure 
to work with Paddy, and we thank 
him sincerely for his friendship and 
dedication to HUNTS. 

The HUNTS Business Plan for 
the next 12 months is again one 
of ongoing support for branches, 
courses and instructors, including 
the assessment of a growing 
pool of Provisional Instructors. 
As we enter a new phase, post 
"Jobs for Nature’, we will focus оп 
maintaining what we have grown 
and continue with growth and 
momentum. Thank you genuinely 
to all the HUNTS volunteers 
who support, plan, organise and 
deliver HUNTS. 
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RESULTS. 
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www.reloadingdirect.co.nz 
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NZDA Book Reviews 


FURTHER OFF THE 
BEATEN TRACK 


WORDS: GWYN THURLOW 


ave Shaw, known for his 
high-quality TV shows, 
brings the same standard 
to his second book, 
which feels like a paper version of 
his popular series Red Stag Timber 
Hunters Club and South Seas Spearo. 
This professionally published book 
stands out in bookshops and is 
filled with excellent photography 
and imagery. 

Shaw's experience in film and 
documentary is evident in how well he 
portrays the hunter-gatherer lifestyle. 
His stories highlight the teamwork 
and camaraderie that hunting fosters 
and the personal challenges and 
rewards it offers. 

As for its structure and content, the 
book is divided into 29 chapters, with 
nearly equal focus on fishing and 
hunting, and is bookended by some 
of Dave's musings at the introduction 
and conclusion. A memorable section 
describes Anto Hall's successful hunt 
for an 11-inch trophy buck chamois, 
one of the greatest trophy chamois 
ever taken in the Southern Alps. 

The book excels in visual appeal, 
with compelling photographs that will 
attract both seasoned hunters and 
newcomers. The spearfishing photos 
are impressive, though I personally 
prefer the hunting scenes. 

The following quote particularly 
resonated with me when Dave said: 
"Like all sports, hunting also requires 
teamwork and provides a level of 
camaraderie that we all crave. It often 
challenges you to overcome your 
fears and to push yourself outside 
your comfort zone, but it also grants 
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you a chance to lose yourself in the 
solitude of the great outdoors." 

A slight and nit-picking drawback of 
the book is its pagination. The page 
numbers are placed sporadically at 
the top of the pages, making it difficult 
to keep track of where you are, 
especially if you're reading in intervals, 
like on a holiday (as | found when | 
read it for this review). This could be a 
significant issue for readers who use 
page numbers for reference, but it can 
easily be solved with a bookmark. 

Overall, Dave's book offers an 
engaging look at hunting and 
spearfishing in New Zealand, making 
it a worthy addition to any outdoor 
enthusiast's collection. | can tell 
it's likely to be a popular gift for 
occasions like Father's Day and 
Christmas because Shaw does 
an excellent job of showcasing 
New Zealand's outdoor culture 
through engaging storytelling and 
stunning visuals. 


FURTHER © 


EPIC HUNTING ADVENTURES 
ON LAND AND SEA 


FURTHER OFF THE BEATEN 
TRACK: EPIC HUNTING 
ADVENTURES ON LAND & SEA 


Overall rating: 4.5/5 
ЖЖЖЖ 

Photos and illustrations: 5/5 
ЖЖЖЖ 

Trophy quality: 4/5 
ЖЖЖЖ 

Writing quality and style: 4/5 
ЖЖЖЖ 


Раде-їигпег ѕїаїиѕ: 4/5 
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Author: Dave Shaw 


AUTHOR'S BLURB 

The Hunters Club is back with more 
hard-case hunting adventures! This 
time they are stalking their prey on 
two fronts - from New Zealand's 
majestic high-country wilderness 
regions, to spearfishing our bountiful 
oceans. Join producer Dave and his 
team of intrepid adventurers from 
the popular TV series 'The Red Stag 
Timber Hunters Club and South Seas 
Spearo' as they embark on more 
hair-raising hunting missions across 
New Zealand's land and sea. Tracking 
chamois in sub-zero Central Otago 
to an epic spearfishing expedition to 
Stewart Island - the team land some 
record-breaking game while still 
having a ton of fun along the way! 


ISBN: 978-1-77689-098-9 


RRP: Softcover $40 
By Bateman Books 


“WOW’ A DOLLAR A POUND! 


WORDS: GWYN THURLOW 


hen I picked up this 
book, the latest 
in a string of self- 
published memoirs, 
| was expecting the same formula 
- a lot of family history and а few 
hunting yarns - but | was wrong. 
Instead, | got an honest, enjoyable, 
fascinating, and unvarnished 
autobiography that gives the reader 
a true sense of the issues, politics, 
views and struggles of an everyday 
meat hunter who lived through 
the Deer Wars and joined in on its 
gold rush. 

The author, David, heard stories of 
earning a week's wages by selling 
a whole stag to a local meat buyer. 
Despite having no idea how to 
hunt, he borrowed an old .303 and 
managed to get a hind. From then on, 
he was hooked on hunting and the 
extra money it brought in over and 
above his day job. 

The book highlights the effort 
meat hunters went to earn a dollar, 
often flouting the law and private 
property rights to get the job 
done. There's a real 'Robin Hood' 
sense at play, showing that when 
money is involved, some people go 
to extraordinary lengths to get it! 
This book certainly gives David's 
honest and unapologetic account of 
his endeavours. 

A short read of 88 pages in A5 
format, it features a few period 
photos, maps, and diagrams. Some 
of the images are blurry, and it would 
have enhanced the book immensely 
to have them clearer because | was 
interested in studying them. 

David was part of local deerstalkers 
clubs and Search and Rescue (SAR) 
teams, to which he contributed as a 


volunteer. He recounts some of his 
memorable rescues. He also tells of a 
time when he broke all his own safety 
rules and nearly died of exposure 
after falling into a river, needing 
rescue himself. During another 
rescue mission in Otaki Forks, 
Tararuas, an intriguing incident 
unfolded. Once the individual was 
located, David was swiftly taken by 

a police car, lights and sirens blaring, 
to Hawkes Bay, where he could 
reunite with his wife and join his 
family for a trip. I’m not sure police 
would do that in this day and age! 

In conclusion, this memoir offers a 
refreshing and candid account. The 
author's storytelling sheds light on 
the dedication and risks taken by 
meat hunters, providing a genuine 
portrayal. Despite the book's brevity 
and some shortcomings with the 
images and proofing, it offers a 
captivating insight and is well worth 
a read. 


AUTHOR'S BLURB 
David Miller is a retired Civil Engineer 
in his 83rd year. This is his second 
work and is a collection of memories 
and stories. The photo is of a much 
younger David as age has not been 
kind to him and now, he is just 
another wizened up, grumpy old man. 
The following is an extract from 
page 85: 
“stories, lots of fun, lots of great 
mates, lots of animals (probably 
in total about 300 and virtually all 
carried out) and a big part of my life. 
"There are literally hundreds of 
books about stalking trophy animals, 
long-range shooting, etc. | have just 
tried to impart a little bit of just what 
it was like, in especially the early 
70s when the price of venison went 
through the roof in a period of almost 
madness in New Zealand. š 
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‘WOW A DOLLAR 
A POUND! 


Memories of a foot hunter from the 
mad venison boom of the 1970$ 


DAVID MILLER 


WOW A DOLLAR A POUND: 
MEMORIES OF A FOOT 
HUNTER FROM THE MAD 
VENISON BOOM OF THE 1970S 


Overall rating: 3.5/5 
kkk 

Photos and illustrations: 3/5 
kook 

Trophy quality: 1/5 

* 

Writing quality and style: 4/5 
ЖЖЖЖ 


Page-turner status: 5/5 


ЖЖЖЖ Ж 


Author: David Miller 
ISBN: 9780473710293 


RRP: Softcover $30, Private 
Printing, Available to order 
at museum@deerstalkers.org.nz 
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DIRECTORY 


»y ANIMAL SKIN 


TANNING SERVICES 


CLASSIC SHEEPSKINS CUSTOM TANNING SERVICE 
eu Zealand Mad Customer tanning service for hunted and home kill skins. 
Over 50 years of tanning experience. 


All types of skins: Deer, Cow Hides, Sheep, Chamois, 
Wallaby, Goat, Opossum, Rabbit, Calf 


-Tanning of all animal skins from rabbit 
to cow and everything in between. 


-D.LY. Tanning kits for at home use. Contact: P: (06) 8359662 / E: info@classicsheepskins.co.nz 


22 Thames Street, Pandora, Napier 4110 / www.animaltanning.co.nz 


-100% New Zealand made products. 


-We manufacture and sell animal skin 


rugs and throws and other products at 
wholesale pricing. 


NICHOLAS TAYLOR BARRISTER 


FIREARMS LAWYER 


-Tannery & Showroom based in 


Invercargill 


10% NZDA DISCOUNT ON TANNING SERVICES 


www.animalskintanningservices.co.nz 
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Chief Executive Officer and General Counsel: 
Gwyn Thurlow 


Life Members: R Badland QSM, M St J, 

J Bamford, Sir M Dunajtschik, D Hodder, 

R McNaughton MNZM, W O'Leary, G Smith, A 
Frampton, C Forsyth, John Crone, John DeLury 
QSM, Ray Phillips, Keith Theobold, Brian Witton, 
John Riley, Dulcie Riley, Mark Sarjeant, John 
Wills, Malcolm Perry 
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Affiliated to: Council of Licensed Firearm 
Owners (COLFO), NZ Mountain Safety Council 
(NZMSC), Shooting Sports Pacific Forum 
(through COLFO), International Hunter, 
Education Association (IHEA) 


NZDA recognised sponsors: 

Swazi, Stoney Creek, Go Native, Ampro, 
Bene Footwear, NIOA NZ (Federal & 
Remington ammo) 


48 Branches: Ashburton, Auckland, Bay of 
Plenty, Blue Mountains, Bush, Central King 
Country, Central Otago, Direct, Eastern 

Bay of Plenty, Golden Bay, Gore & Districts, 
Hastings, Hutt Valley, Kapiti, Malvern, 
Manawatu, Marlborough, Napier, Nelson, 
North Auckland, North Canterbury, North 
Otago, North Taranaki, Northland, Otago, 
Palmerston, Porirua, Rakaia, Rotorua, Ruahine, 
South Auckland, South Canterbury, South 
Otago, Southern Lakes, Southland, Taihape, 
Taranaki, Taupo, Te Awamutu, Thames Valley, 
Upper Clutha, Waikato, Wairarapa, Wairoa & 
Districts, Wellington, West Coast, Western 
Southland, Whangarei 


The Code of Ethics of the NZDA shall be, and 
any member expected to: 

Approach recreational hunting from the highest 
possible level of ethics, having due regard 

to the welfare of the animals hunted, and 
prevention of cruelty to the same. 


26 years experience 
Licence Issues 

Court charges 

Fish & Game 

Legal opinions 

Import permits 
Nationwide representation 


www.firearmslawyer.co.nz | 021363123 | Available by solicitors referral 


Don't hunt or carry a firearm on property 
without the proper approval of the owner, 
occupier or controlling authority and shall 
strictly observe any conditions imposed upon 
him. Be a responsible firearms owner and abide 
by current firearms laws. 


Avoid unnecessary or deliberate damage to 
the environment, respect property and other 
outdoor users. 


Advocate sensible conservation practices at all 
times and promote New Zealand's biodiversity 
in situ. 


Practice the Field Guidelines when out hunting. 
Be exemplary members of NZDA by promoting 
and abiding by its Rules, Field Guidelines and 
this Code of Ethics. 


'A particular virtue in wildlife ethics is that the 
hunter ordinarily has no gallery to applaud 

or disapprove of his conduct. Whatever his 
acts, they are dictated by his conscience." 
Aldo Leopold 


ZNZDA 


New Zealand Deerstalkers Association 
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LOAD G1 BC MUZZLE VELOCITY 
FEDERAL PREMIUM 243 WIN 90GR ELD-X 0.409 3150 FPS 
FEDERAL PREMIUM 6.5 CREEDMOOR 143GR ELD-X 0.625 2700 FPS 
FEDERAL PREMIUM 308 WIN 178GR ELD-X 0.552 2610 FPS 
FEDERAL PREMIUM 270 WIN 145GR ELD-X 0.536 2890 FPS 
FEDERAL PREMIUM 6.5 PRC 143GR ELD-X 0.625 2900 FPS 
FEDERAL PREMIUM 7MM REM MAG 162GR ELD-X 0.631 2940 FPS 
FEDERAL PREMIUM 7MM PRC 175GR ELD-X 0.689 3000 FPS 
FEDERAL PREMIUM 300 WSM 200GR ELD-X 0.597 2820 FPS 
FEDERAL PREMIUM 300 WIN MAG 200GR ELD-X 0.597 2860 FPS 


PROUDLY DISTRIBUTED BY Ñ NIOA. 


www.nioa.co.nz 


www.federalpremium.com 
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